Placeholder for new version of cover - SAH 20201024

Greenville:
Christus
Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice

ESTHER

00

Table of Contents
Letter From the President

3

ESTHER Revenue and Expense Report

42

Letter From ESTHER Organizer

4

Sidewalk Talks

43

A Mother’s Story (Feature)

5

A Call to Action Interview with Fawn
Youngbear-Tibbetts (Feature)

44

Who Are We?

8

Help Support Our Work/ Recognizing Our
Contributors

48

What Do We Believe?

9

Index of Sponsors

51

City of Appleton Public Service
Announcement

10

Come Join Us: Task Force Meeting
Schedules

14

Prison Reform Task Force

15

Immigration Task Force

18

Voices of Hope

20

ESTHER–Oshkosh

22

Transit Task Force

23

Mental Health Task Force

25

Environmental Justice Task Force

28

ESTHER Hard at Work

30

The Power of the One-on-One (Feature)

31

ESTHER’s Relationship with Circles of
Support

34

The Founding of ESTHER

35

2020 Annual Celebration Guest Speaker,
Reverend Traci Blackmon

37

Community Leadership Award Recipient,
Kristin Welch

38

Individual Leadership Award Recipient,
Jennifer Considine
Some Current Information on the MMIWG
Movement in Wisconsin (Feature)

Contributors
Roger Kanitz,
front-cover artist,
“Loving Heart Soar.” Oil
and mixed media on
canvas, original 16 x 20
Sponsorship Managers
Francisca Hiscocks
Penny Robinson
Writers
Mary Bissing-Olson
Nancy Bourassa
Kris Clouthier
Jennifer Considine

Gary Crevier
Joyce Frohn
Gwendolyn Gibson
David Haas
Jessica Hanson
Steve Hirby
Rick Kitchen
Connie Kanitz
Penny Robinson
Hannah P. Schmidt
Jill Smith
William Van Lopik
Editors
Steve Hirby
C. Jo Phillip
Jill Smith
William Van Lopik

2020-2021 Yearbook
ESTHER*
PO Box 784
Neenah, Wisconsin 54957
920-843-8083
ofﬁce@esther-foxvalley.org
https://esther-foxvalley.org
https://www.facebook.com/esther.foxvalley

39
*ESTHER is an afﬁliate of the WISDOM network
40

Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice

ESTHER

2

Letter from the President
Members, Beloved ESTHER
Friends, & Neighbors,
While marching in a recent Black Lives Matter
demonstration on College Avenue in downtown
Appleton, I looked down and saw a shiny nail
begging me to pick it up.
As I now hold it in my hands weeks later, I realize
how desperately it speaks out to me, to ESTHER,
and to all of humanity. A small, insigniﬁcant nail,
easily associated with suffering, cried out in the
middle of that march, reminding me again of the
400 years of racism that people of color have
endured — and still do today — throughout our
society.

Gary Crevier, ESTHER President
Photo by Karen Klenke

Why I love ESTHER. . . I love
ESTHER because I get to work with
so many ﬁne people in creating the
beloved community.
— Penny Robinson

Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice

The majority of people most impacted, directly or
indirectly, by the issues that ESTHER task forces
and committees address are people of color.
Equity and racial justice is a fundamental objective
tofo the work of ESTHER.
Just as powerful, that nail symbolizes our invitation
to build anew, constructing an anti-racist
community on a foundation of humility, respect,
and courage.
Come join us.
Gary Crevier, ESTHER President
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Letter from the Organizer
Dear Friends of ESTHER,
This year has been like no other. If you had told me a year
ago that ESTHER would have to suspend all in-person
meetings for a year, I would have questioned our
organizational survivability. Meeting in groups is what
community organizing is all about. However, I have learned
not to doubt the resiliency of those committed to social
justice, because ESTHER is as strong as ever.
New task forces have formed, meetings go on virtually, new
people have joined us, donations keep coming in and we
have pivoted to new virtual strategies for community
organizing. In spite of the pandemic and the need for social
distancing, there is a palpable urgency among people to act
and respond to the racial inequities that have reached a
boiling point; people want to respond to the political turmoil
that has ripped our country apart; people want to voice their
concerns regarding the deteriorating environment that
continues to reduce the habitability of our planet.

Bill Van Lopik, ESTHER Organizer
Photo by Karen Klenke

I am very hopeful about our future, because much like the
Queen Esther (Esther 4:14) the people in this organization
believe that we are here “for such a time as this.”
Peace,
Bill Van Lopik, ESTHER Community Organizer

Why I love ESTHER. . .I love ESTHER because I have met many people from different faith

communities who share in the common goal of addressing system economic and social injustices.
Together we are making a difference.
— Diane Putzer
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A Mother’s Story
By Joyce Frohn
My daughter was in ﬁfth grade when ESTHER started its
transportation equity work. She's 17 now.
The bus company sent us to the city council, the city
council sent us to the school board, and back around. We
had charts and graphs illustrating the issue, testiﬁed at
school board meetings and nothing happened. One more
city council meeting, I was going to speak and my
daughter decided she was going to as well. I told about
how hard it was getting word on short notice, and hunting
for those four quarters.
When I sat down, my daughter stepped up.
Her words were blunt. She told about kids begging for bus
tokens and loan sharks in high school.

Elizabeth’s ﬁrst free bus ride to
school.

The chairman said, "Whatever happens, I promise you will
get a bus pass."
"If you give me a pass, get them for my friends as well."

Why I love ESTHER. . .I love ESTHER because we are faith in action. Together, we don’t just talk,
we work to get changes accomplished.
— Deb Martin

Oshkosh City Council approves free busing for all Oshkosh students
Jill Smith
After seven years of lobbying, raising money and attending city council meetings, our Oshkosh
ESTHER Task Force successfully petitioned to allow all Oshkosh students to ride the bus to and from
school for free, effective July 2020.
This is a huge win for the Oshkosh community.
Prior to July, all bus riders were required to pay $1.50 for each ride which meant that a family with
three children who attend school used to have to pay $45 for bus fare every week.
So, a big “Thank You” goes out to our Oshkosh task force members. Thank you for your vision, your
will, and your persistence. Thank you for making our little part of the world a better place.
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ESTHER
Leadership
Board
Members
October 2020
President:

Why I love
ESTHER. . .I love

ESTHER because it
is full of people
who back up their
beliefs with their
time, money,
energy, dedication
and hard work.
— Mary
Bissing-Olson

Gary Crevier

Vice President:
C. Jo Phillip

Treasurer:

Mary Bissing-Olson

Secretary:
Nancy Jones

Yolanda Bedolla-Rios
Cindy Carter
Sara Companik
Terry Dawson
Dave Fink
Joyce Frohn
Sharyn Gawlick
Gwen Gibson
Kathleen Gribble
David Haas
Lisa Hanneman
Jessica Hanson
Steve Hirby
Joan Jensen
Connie Kanitz
Mimi Maki
Fr. Joe Mattern
Diane Putzer
Angela Pynenberg
Connie Raether
Penny Robinson
Hannah Schmidt
Jill Smith
Robert Zeegers
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Who are we?
By David Haas

Why I love ESTHER. . .Because now is the
time for action and community. We live out
our faith.
— Joyce Frohn

The members of ESTHER share a commitment to the pursuit of social justice through systemic change.

We pursue justice in many ways, because there are many forms of injustice. Mass incarceration is
unjust, and our Prison Reform Task Force works to eliminate it. Forcing some social groups to bear an
unfair share of the burden of environmental destruction is unjust, and our Environmental Justice Task
force works to set right such unfairness. Exploitation and imprisonment of immigrants is unjust, and
our Immigration Task Force works to make the U.S. immigration system more just.

We are not alone.
ESTHER is a part of the network of WISDOM, a statewide organization, and of The GAMALIEL
Network, an international organization. We are strengthened by the strength of our associates in the
struggle for justice. We know that our work will continue beyond our lifetimes, and we remember the
rabbinic saying, “You are not obligated to complete the task, but neither are you free to desist from it.”

Our Mission Statement:
Develop leaders, engage people, and build collective power in the Fox Valley to address systemic
economic and social injustices and work for more equitable communities that embrace diversity.
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What do we believe?
By Penny Robinson and Gwendolyn Gibson

Anti-racism is a life-long process.
Recognizing that we have been born into and live in a nation permeated with systemic racism,
ESTHER has committed to becoming an antiracist organization. Members focus on doing no harm
and following the lead of those impacted by injustice and oppression. The Equity and Racial Justice
Committee leads us to unlearn our biases and change policies that undergird racist systems. Our
work this past year includes:

Commitment
We added the following individual pledge to our Leadership Board Agreement: “Racial justice is
fundamental to our work….”

Education
We held guided, inclusive online meetings to study White Fragility by Robin DiAngelo.
Three members participated in the Intercultural Development Inventory (more information at
https://esther-foxvalley.org/idi).
As an organization, we viewed the PBS video series, The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross

Uplifting and Supporting Underrepresented Leaders
Transferred leadership of ESTHER’s Immigration Task Force to two immigrant co-chairs.
Supported a new Mental Health Task Force, created and led by two Indigenous co-chairs. Supported
a local African American organizer in holding a Martin Luther King Jr. Community Awards
celebration.

Relationships & Partnerships With Diverse Organizations
Voces de la Frontera
Black Lives Matter
Menīkānaehkem (Community Rebuilders, an Indigenous group reestablishing cultural practices)
Circles of Support
ACLU of Wisconsin

Local Racial Justice
Planned a meeting with Grand Chute Police Chief Peterson
Participated in local Black Lives Matter marches.
Sought the sponsorship of local minority-owned businesses in the publishing of ESTHER’s Annual
Program Book.
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A City of Appleton Public
Service Announcement
This message is to remind our Fox Valley citizens that the City of Appleton is one of nine municipalities
as well as many other organizations in Wisconsin to recognize that racism is a public health crisis.
In May 2018, the Wisconsin Public Health Association (WPHA) passed a resolution declaring that racism
is a public health crisis in Wisconsin and committed itself to taking action. In 2019, the City of Appleton
signed on to this resolution.
We support ESTHER’s social justice work and encourage citizens to participate in ESTHER’s continued
education on racism, guided by its Equity and Racial Justice Committee.
Karen Nelson, EMBA
(Pronouns: she, her, hers)
Diversity & Inclusion in the Ofﬁce of the Mayor for The City of Appleton
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Faith communities, non-proﬁts and
agencies that have partnered with
ESTHER in the past year include:
ACLU of Wisconsin
Appleton Public Library
The Avenue 91.1
B’nai Israel Congregation
Casa Esther Catholic
Worker House, Omro
● Circles of Support
● City of Appleton Ofﬁce of
Diversity and Inclusion
● East Central Regional
Planning Commission
● Emmanuel United
Methodist, Appleton
● Emmaus Ecumenical
Catholic Community of
Oshkosh
● EXPO (Ex-Incarcerated
People Organizing), Fox
Valley
● First Congregational UCC,
Appleton,
● First English Lutheran,
Appleton
● Fox Valley Unitarian
Universalist Association,
Appleton
● Helios Recovery Services
● Lawrence University
● Memorial Presbyterian
Church, Appleton
● Menasha Public Library
● Menīkānaehkem
● Native Justice Coalition
(contd. on next page)
●
●
●
●
●
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Faith Communities, non-proﬁts and
agencies that have partnered with
ESTHER, continued
● Outagamie County
Health Department
● Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church,
Appleton
● Religious Society of
Friends, Oshkosh
● Sacred Heart
Catholic, Appleton
● St. Bernard Catholic
Church, Appleton
● St. Gabriel Catholic
Church, Neenah
● St. Margaret Mary
Catholic Church,
Neenah
● St. Mark’s Lutheran
Church, Neenah
● St. Patrick Catholic
Parish, Menasha
● St. Paul Lutheran
Church, Neenah
● St. Therese Catholic
Church, Appleton
● St. Thomas More
Catholic Church,
Appleton
● Voces de la Frontera
● Winnebago County
Health Department
● Weidert Group, Inc.
● Winnebago Worship
Group - Neenah

Special thanks to Weidert Group, Inc., for their invaluable assistance in the preparation of this book.
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Come join us!
Want to be More Involved in ESTHER’s work?

Come and See:
All who are interested in the issues we focus on are welcome
to participate in or observe task force meetings! (At present,
we meet via Zoom teleconference.)
If you have a heart for justice, or if any of the issues we work
to address have affected your life or a loved one’s, we invite
you to join us! All are welcome. Request your Zoom invitation
using the links below.
Prison Reform

1st Mondays, 6:00 PM, Zoom invite at
esther-foxvalley.org/prtf

Oshkosh ESTHER

Tuesdays, 4:00 PM, Zoom invite at
esther-foxvalley.org/oetf

Mental Health

2nd Mondays, 6:00 PM, Zoom invite at
esther-foxvalley.org/mhtf

Immigration

2nd Tuesdays, 6:30 PM, Zoom invite at
esther-foxvalley.org/itf

Transportation

3rd Tuesdays, 6:30 PM, Zoom invite at
esther-foxvalley.org/pttf

Environmental Justice

4th Tuesdays, 7:00 PM, Zoom invite at
esther-foxvalley.org/ejtf

Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice
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Prison Reform Task Force:
Jail tour, awareness, initiatives
and progress.
By Jill Smith
This article was the ﬁnal one submitted for publication in this year’s
ESTHER report. Why? Because Lisa Hanneman is a stickler for the facts,
and needed to wait until she could verify its content with a tour of the
Outagamie County Jail.
You see, prison reform work is arduous, complicated and can be
difﬁcult to deﬁne. Our group ﬁnds conditions and systems in prisons
and jails that could use improvement, and acts upon them. Some of our
members get together twice a month. Here is a summary of what
Prison Reform Task Force members worked on this year:

Co-Chairperson
Lisa Hanneman

• Joshua Hopkins, an Outagamie County Behavioral Health ofﬁcer,
introduced us to his work to manage the program SAFE (Safety Alert
Flag Program). It is a proactive approach that collects information
from community members who may have behavioral health
illnesses. This information can then be used by ﬁrst responders to
properly respond to these same citizens when they are in crisis. To
be clear, the goal of this program is to keep individuals from being
inappropriately placed in the criminal justice system, and more
appropriately, given the opportunity to address their immediate
mental health needs. The task force. supports Ofﬁcer Hopkins in his
work and will attend county review meetings on his behalf.
• Rob Zeegers led a group of task force members who met at Houdini
Plaza over the noon hour on Thursdays this summer. All
participants held signs which read, “Reform Wisconsin Prisons,”
“Education not Incarceration,” and “Prison Reform = Healthy
Communities.” The group answered questions and passed out
information.
(article continued on next page)

Why I love ESTHER. . ESTHER has been steadfast in working
Co-Chairperson
Rob Zeegers

for equality and justice since 2004. That’s why I love ESTHER.
— Gwen Gibson

.
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Prison Reform Task Force: Jail tour, awareness,
initiatives and progress article, continued
• Yard signs were also designed and distributed throughout the Fox Valley.
• Currently a coalition is working to educate jailed inmates about their voting rights, and
asking county sheriffs to provide means for these inmates to vote in the upcoming election.
People housed in jails who are not sentenced have the right to vote.
• Our task force collaborated with ACLU of Wisconsin to lobby in Madison this winter to
educate legislators about the severity of probationary rules that return many people back to
prison. Many people in Wisconsin return to prison because of a probation violation and not
because they committed another crime. Crimeless revocation violations are a big reason why
Wisconsin has a higher prison population than other states.
• This summer, a statewide caravan of concerned citizens drove to the capital and to Gov.
Ever’s home, requesting the release of prisoners who have only six months left of their
sentence. Reducing the prison population in this way will improve overcrowded conditions,
which in turn can protect prisoners and prison guards from COVID-19 potential infection.
So, what did Lisa see at the jail?
She saw improvements in the basic care of our jailed inmates. In 2018, Outagamie County Jail
made a commitment to become accredited with the National Commission on Correctional
Health Care (NCCHC). This organization recommends best practices to meet professional, legal
and ethical requirements in delivering correctional health care services. Because of the task
force's initial ask for better care, the jail is on target for completion of this accreditation by the
end of 2021.
Our jail will soon provide a psychiatrist who will prescribe medications on-site, as well as
dentists who will serve inmates in an onsite dental suite. A dental suite! We believe this is a win
for all. It is a win for staff at the jail, for the incarcerated, for family members and for our
community.
Prison Reform = Healthy Communities!
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Immigration Task Force
By Nancy Bourassa

Co-Chair
Yolanda-Bedolla
Photo by Karen Klenke

Just one year ago, ESTHER’s Immigration Task Force was actively,
passionately working on a number of critical initiatives:
●
Drivers’ cards or licenses for undocumented people in our
state,
●
Preparing for individual members and ESTHER churches to
sponsor asylum seekers
●
Working with a local farm worker who had been physically
assaulted by his employer
●
Monitoring anti-sanctuary city bills in the state Legislature
●
Receiving and sharing in-person reports from people who had
gone to the border and witnessed ﬁrsthand the experiences of
immigrants coming across
●
Supporting efforts from afﬁliates in Wisconsin that work with
people in detention centers
●
Beginning plans for the national election, with the Democratic
Convention happening in Milwaukee
Census workers sought our help in persuading our Hispanic members
to ﬁll out their census forms. Nationally, we were watching DACA in
the Supreme Court and children in detention, and we also kept
vigilant for any anti-immigration bills in Congress that would require
organizing attention.

March and COVID-19 changed our focus and how we would
need to work together. It became apparent fairly quickly that
many of our immigrant businesses, workers, and families were
being negatively impacted. When stimulus checks came out, we
(article continued on next page)

Why I love ESTHER. . . Like minds, thinking alike for positive

Co-Chair Melissa
Gaudin-Hughes

improvement in our community.
— Lisa Hanneman
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ESTHER

18

Immigration Task Force, continued
quickly saw that our undocumented neighbors would not receive any help from the
government, and we worked with Casa Esther to set up a way to donate funds so that those in
need could apply for help. Meetings became virtual — but as a result, we actually got to see the
faces of afﬁliate members from other areas. Sharing of ideas around the state to help our most
needy immigrants actually grew. Nationally, some task force members began planning and
participating in prayer vigils, and planning for the election and national conventions.
While COVID-19, lockdown, and quarantine have become watchwords of our lives, our
immigration work continues. Our most recent concern includes helping Spanish-speaking
parents struggling to help their kids achieve and succeed in their virtual classes. How can we
work with schools to help improve the transition to online schooling? The needs of our
immigrant population shift and change, but we continue in our efforts to serve, and to offset
negatives with some positive impacts on their lives.
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Voices of Hope
By Kris Clouthier
“Voices of Hope” is a reader’s theatre presentation
that brings to life the stories of immigrants living in
the Fox Valley through prose, poetry and music.
The presentation helps the community identify
with immigrants and understand the reasons why
many endure traumatic journeys to come to
America. This experience shares the moral and
legal issues associated with immigration and forces
us to take a stand.
Due to the limitation of presenting in person, our
presentation is now available on video for Zoom
meetings of your organization. Contact the
ESTHER ofﬁce to learn more about how you can
host Voices of Hope.
The “Walk in our Shoes” Latinx simulation
experience is designed to help participants begin to
understand what it might be like to live as a typical
Latinx in our community. The object is for
participants to become aware of the realities faced
by area Latinx, to combat myths associated with
the immigrant population and to promote
cross-cultural understanding, awareness and
empathy.

Marcher encouraging everyone
to get out the vote.

The two and one half hour program includes an
introduction, a short video, the actual simulation
and allotted time available for discussion and
debrieﬁng. Due to the virus, our simulation is
presently on hold.
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ESTHER Oshkosh
A Note From Jennifer Considine,
ESTHER–Oshkosh Chair
I am delighted to celebrate that all children
attending Oshkosh public schools can ride city
buses for free today. This policy change shows
what can happen when people join together to
make their community more inclusive and
accessible.

Oshkosh ESTHER team

We are facing the pandemics of racism and
COVID-19, with some of us bearing the burden of
these crises so much more deeply than others, and
we need community now more than ever. When
our Oshkosh ESTHER team meets, we share our
individual efforts:
●
To get out the vote
●
To protest racial injustice and rally for
police reform
●
To bring food to the hungry
●
To provide a cooling shelter for those
experiencing homelessness
●
To advocate for fairer hiring practices in
our local community
We are reminded that we are not ﬁghting injustice
alone and it gives us the energy to keep ﬁghting, to
do better, and to create a more just and equitable
world.
Please come join our community.

Why I love ESTHER. . .I love ESTHER because
its members defy stereotypes, bridge divides,
endeavor for meaningful change, and do the
personal work to become better individuals so
that together, we can become a better
community.
— Jo Phillip
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Transit Task Force
Better Transit,
Stronger Communities
By Connie Kanitz
ESTHER’s Transit Task Force works to improve our
transportation system so everyone can ﬁnd
transportation choices that work for them. Accessible,
affordable, and efﬁcient choices are needed to get to
destinations. As personal car use does not work for
everyone, so our communities need infrastructure and
investments for public transit, biking and walking to
achieve a healthy transportation system.
Transit Task Force’s Highlights from this year:
●

Chairperson Connie Kanitz
Photo by Karen Klenke
●

●
●

●

Met regularly with the Coalition for More
Responsible Transportation (CMRT), a partner
advocacy organization, to develop statewide
strategies.
Planned and/or participated in Fox Cities’
activities: February 4, “Transit Equity Day,” April
16 “Get On-Board Day,” and in August, the 30th
anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities
Act (ADA).
Arranged for donations of 50+ masks to Valley
Transit staff and riders.
On July 11, presented a two-hour, 35-participant
training with a focus on transportation for
WISDOM’s “Summer of Solidarity” Zoom
sessions.
Shared stories of unmet bus riders, graduates,
employers, seniors, and other residents who
want to make use of public transit.

An important focus for next year will be increasing
awareness of the necessity of public transit, and
advocating for the investments needed to support it.
We are also members of the Fox Valley Thrives
Transportation Group. It is a unique coalition of
planners, organizers, and public health workers who
meet monthly to talk about area mobility issues.
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Mental Health
Task Force
By Hannah P. Schmidt

Co-Chairperson
Fawn Youngbear-Tibbetts

Why I love ESTHER. . . I love
the passion of the members of
ESTHER and their dedication
to social justice.
— Christine Calhoun

Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice

ESTHER embarks on the second year of the
Mental Health Task Force, chaired by Fawn
Youngbear-Tibbetts. The task force has grown
partnerships, offered training, supported the
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls,
and Two-Spirits Movement (MMIWG&2S), and
contributed to fearless ﬁrst aid operations at the
George Floyd Memorial Site.
A MMIWG&2S Vigil was held at Houdini Plaza in
Appleton, with State Representative Amanda
Stuck, Kristin Welch, and Renee Gralewicz as
keynote speakers. The event called for action on
Assembly Bill 548 and Senate Bill 493. The bills
would create a MMIW task force to identify
systemic causes of violence against Native women
and propose policies and procedures to mitigate
the crisis. ESTHER members attended the
Assembly Hearing addressing Bill 548, as allies to
testify and provide support. Since then, the
Department of Justice has announced the
members of the ofﬁcial MMIW State Task Force.
This effort involved the survivors, their families,
and Indigenous leaders.
The pandemic limited mental health services,
and many communities were impacted by
fatalities related to opioid overdose. The Task
Force invited Helios Recovery to provide Recovery
Coach training for 20 participants. ESTHER was
awarded a grant from Forward Community
Investments and a gift from First Congregational
UCC in Appleton which reduced the cost of
training and provided sponsorships. Coaches are
currently serving their communities across
Wisconsin and actively promoting a path towards
healing.
When George Floyd was murdered in an act of
police brutality, many of us mourned, and some
of us protested. Fawn Youngbear-Tibbetts took
action. She and a team of others began to operate
a medic bus for people within the “no-go zone”
surrounding the George Floyd memorial site in
Minneapolis. The bus is still there, serving
neighborhood residents providing services,
counseling, meals, prayer walks, community
organizing, and spirit ﬁres to heal the land and
restore community health. (article continued on
next page)
ESTHER
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Mental Health Task Force, continued
The work was acknowledged in a PBS Newshour story, and the efforts continue to move the
community forward toward peace and resolution.
The Mental Health Task Force saw need from the community to provide a space for healing.
Sponsored and developed by the Native Justice Coalition, Michigan and hosted by ESTHER and
Menīkānaehkem, the Racial Justice Talking Circle originates from Kchiwiikwedong (Keweenaw Bay
Indian Community). The story-sharing experience is culturally sensitive and will be introduced to the
Fox Valley this upcoming year. The program is led within the Anishnaabe framework and aims to bring
voice and visibility to matters surrounding racism.
MMIWG&2S Billboards. Through our partnership with the Native Justice Coalition and
Menīkānaehkem, the Mental Health Task Force asked the Director and Founder of Native Justice
Coalition to bring two billboards to Wisconsin. Using data from U.S. Department of Justice national
hotline reports, it was decided the location would be in Green Bay. This effort is intended to raise
attention towards the disproportionate rates of violence against Native women and two-spirit people.
If you would like to contribute to this work, and learn more about the billboard campaign, we invite
you to join our meetings and listening sessions.

MMIW Billboards: Located at Highway 172 near Babcock Road
and 1136 W. Mason Street.
It is critical to keep this message going. It will be ESTHER’s goal to contribute funds for this campaign
to keep both messages in place. Listen to Cecelia LaPointe’s interview at
https://www.michiganradio.org/post/healing-through-activism-campaign-draws-attention-missingand-murdered-indigenous-people.
This work could not be done without the involvement and support from the following partners: Menīkānaehkem,
MMIW Women’s Cohort, Native Justice Coalition, and Helios Addiction Recovery Services.
Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice
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Environmental Justice
Task Force
A Fresh, New Initiative to Protect the
Future
by Jessica Hanson
The Environmental Justice Task Force was started in
September of 2019 and has since worked diligently to
deﬁne what pursuing environmental justice looks like
within the Fox Valley and neighboring Wisconsin
communities.
The group has been intentional about creating a mission
statement and vision for the task force, and is in the early
planning stages of developing activities that will be most
impactful for our communities.
Co-Chairperson Jessica Hanson

Proposed projects include working alongside our local
Oneida and Menominee tribes in their tireless work
opposing mining practices on their lands, as well as
starting an annual tree planting project across the Fox
Valley area.
The Environmental Justice Task Force is excited to jump
into this work in the coming months!

Why I love
ESTHER. . .I love

Co-Chairperson Terry Dawson
Photo by Karen Klenke

ESTHER and its
members because
the work is aimed
toward organizing
communities.
ESTHER gives
people a platform,
allowing them to
stay true to their
story and be their
authentic self.
— Hannah P.
Schmidt aka
Meskwa Anung (Red
Star)
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ESTHER members hard at work

Top to bottom, left to
right: • Oshkosh
ESTHER team out
and about on Transit
Day • On the bus
with Gary Crevier,
Connie Kanitz and
Alderperson Joe
Martin • Summer
2019, people came
together to protest
the detainment of
asylum seekers
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The Power
of the
One-on-One
By Jill Smith
Left to right: Melissa Ludin and Lisa Hanneman

Social change happens when people meet people.
Melissa Ludin and Lisa Hanneman met at an ESTHER Prison Reform Task Force meeting four years
ago. Their story exempliﬁes how change can grow from an interaction as simple as a one-on-one.
Below is a quick conversation I had with the two of them.
When did you two become acquainted?
Melissa: When my close friend named Alisa passed away in October of 2015 after serving more than
20 years in prison, it moved me to take action publicly. Alisa was a pillar and a leader to many of us in
this institution. Alisa, a black woman, was not given the same reentry opportunities that many of us
had. She was not from Wisconsin and she was not allowed to return home to be with her family. Prior
to her death, I worked with several women after their release from incarceration, connecting them
with support and resources across the state. I also helped create a Facebook support group for women
who have been to prison in Wisconsin after my own release at the age of 24 in 2007. In April of 2016,
my former mentor Lyle Verstegen connected me with Sara Companik, who connected me with EXPO
and ESTHER.
Coming to my ﬁrst ESTHER Prison Reform Task Force meeting was a spiritual awakening. I chose to
look for people like Lisa so that I could begin to ﬁght for basic human rights for people like my friend
who died.
Lisa: In 2015, my son was an inmate in the Outagamie County jail. He had brain cancer while he was
there. I fought to try to make sure he had access to the medicine and care that he needed, but jail
protocols made it almost impossible for me to help him. He died ﬁve months later.
After that, I studied everything I could about how the jail systems work. I wrote a letter to the judge
that turned into a 10-page document with 30 additional pages of evidence. Before this, I never paid
attention to how to initiate change. I eventually found WISDOM on the web in 2016 and David Liners
directed me to an ESTHER Prison Reform Task Force meeting at St. Mark’s. Wow! The group was an
awakening for me. I found a group that was (inter)faith based that thought like me. That’s when I had
a one-on-one with Melissa. (article continued on the next page)

Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice

ESTHER

31

The Power of the One-onOne, continued
How do you collaborate on projects?
Melissa: We both have a lot of ideas. We have the same passion about issues but we balance each
other out. Lisa is very intelligent. She is a planner and a researcher.
Lisa: I like to work behind the scenes. Melissa is a great speaker. She is more of a moderator. She
is quick-minded and thinks on her feet. We both love research, and we share information together.
Melissa: I learned from Lisa that we need to ﬁnd out who in power can make the change. That’s
what we need to look for.
What things have you accomplished together regarding prison reform?
Lisa: Panel conversations with collaborating local and state lawmakers and organizations that want
change. Bringing more citizens to realize that prison reform makes communities healthier.
Getting more people to spread the word and promote our events. Carpooling to area events
supporting other WISDOM afﬁliates, e.g., the Close Green Bay Correctional Institute event in
November of 2019.
(Please note: Lisa and Melissa are only two of a large crew of devoted volunteers who also contribute
their time to help make these things happen.)
Do you feel that your collaboration is stronger than if each of you were working alone? How and
why?
Melissa: Together, we have seen and studied how politics play when we initiate change. We know
that it is important to educate elected ofﬁcials about issues that we are passionate about. People
assume that politicians know everything about every subject. They don’t. It is our job to educate
them about what is important to our community that they are too busy to see.
Lisa: One-on-ones are necessary because we need to know about other people’s lives and
understand what is important to them. We need to know this because it helps us to know the kind
of work people are able to do, and the kind of work they want to do. We can only succeed at social
justice work when we do it together.

Why I love ESTHER. . .I love ESTHER

because ESTHER is ongoing in seeking to
change the systems of injustice toward
equity and for the common good.
ESTHER is interfaith and welcoming.
— Sara Companik
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Local businesses are proud to support
ESTHER. Please support them in kind.
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ESTHER’s Relationship with
Circles of Support
By David Haas
ESTHER demonstrates support for prison reform through our partnership with Circles of Support, a
separate organization that helps formerly incarcerated individuals as they face the challenges of
reentry into their families and communities.
Clients of Circles of Support meet weekly to share their experiences, and in the meetings, those
who have reentered their communities successfully provide advice and support, and serve as role
models for those who have left prison more recently. The meetings also provide opportunities for
volunteers who work with the organization to connect clients with services and educational
opportunities.
Some of those volunteers are also members of ESTHER’s Prison Reform Task Force; in addition,
ESTHER serves to manage funding donations on behalf of Circles of Support.
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The Founding of ESTHER
By David Haas
ESTHER was founded in 2003
through the efforts of Rev.
Joseph Ellwanger, who had
been asked by Ana Garcia
Ashley to work on extending
the WISDOM network of local
organizations. Rev. Ellwanger
chose to start in the Fox Cities
because of a personal
connection with Rev. Joel
Schlachtenhaufen, then pastor
of St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
in Neenah. Rev.
Schlachtenhaufen, who had
always been interested in
interfaith work, convened a
meeting of about a dozen
leaders of local faith
congregations, and Rev.
Ellwanger drove from
Milwaukee to attend.

ESTHER members in Oshkosh celebrated Transit Equity
Day, recognized Rosa Parks birthday and encouraged
citizens to ride the bus.

They worked together for
about a year, and ESTHER was
formed at a meeting hosted by
Rev. Maynard Beemer at the
First Congregational UCC in
Appleton. The name “ESTHER”
was suggested by Rev. Rachel
Reeves Schwab, Associate
Pastor at First Presbyterian
Church in Neenah, which was
one of the eight churches that
formed the initial membership
of the organization.
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Keynote Speaker,
Reverend Traci Blackmon
By David Haas
Rev. Traci Blackmon is Associate General Minister of
Justice & Local Church Ministries for The United
Church of Christ, and Senior Pastor of Christ The
King United Church of Christ in Florissant, Missouri.
She is the ﬁrst woman pastor in the 162-year history
of her congregation. She is also a registered nurse
with 25 years of experience in health care.

Reverend Traci, Blackmon

As pastor, Rev. Blackmon has led Christ The King in
an expanded program of Community and Regional
engagement. Their community work includes a
computer lab, tutoring, continuing education
classes, summer programming, a robotics team,
children's library and girls' mentoring program, all
housed in the church.
Their regional programs have included Healthy
Mind, Body, and Spirit, a program that impacts
health outcomes in impoverished areas, Sista SOS
Summit, an intergenerational health symposium for
women and girls, and Souls to the Polls STL, which
provided over 2,800 additional rides to the polls
during local and national elections.
A featured voice with many regional, national, and
international media outlets and a frequent
contributor to print publications, Rev. Blackmon's
communal leadership and her work in the aftermath
of the killing of Michael Brown, Jr., in Ferguson,
Missouri, have gained her both national and
international recognition.

Why I love ESTHER. . .At the heart of all

religions is the call to do justice. ESTHER, whose
members represent all these faith systems,
“oozes”with this collective commitment to do
justice.
— Fr. Joe Mattern
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Community Leadership
Award Recipient:
Kristin Welch
Kristin Welch (BAS, Human Development) is a trained community
organizer with the Indigenous-led nonproﬁt Menīkānaehkem. She is
from the Menominee Nation, and is a lead organizer for the
Women’s Leadership Cohort MMIW. Her work includes revitalizing
traditional matriarchal roles within Indigenous communities
through identity work, systems change, and advocacy for survivors
of violence. The Women’s Leadership Cohort combats the MMIW
epidemic by creating access to traditional knowledge, community
organizing, policy change and community education. Kristin helps
provide training in advocacy skills, power mapping, policy work,
wellness work, and group facilitation to empower Indigenous
women organizers to create meaningful campaigns for social
change.

Kristin Welch

She currently sits on the Governor’s Council of Mental Health and is
the co-chair for the Adult Quality Committee. She has 10 years of
experience in mental health, family wrap-around care (CST),

AODA prevention, and Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault advocacy before becoming a grassroots
organizer.
She is a proud mother of three and a member of the healing society, Three Fires Confederacy
Midewewin Lodge. She believes strongly that creating partnerships with both formal and informal
supports within tribal communities will help build and strengthen an Ecosystem of Care that is
equitable, easily accessible, and sustainable. Her work utilizes Indigenous wellness models that offer
alternate pathways to healing and are critical for healing and recovery work within tribal communities,
and for those who serve Indigenous peoples.
When asked why she chose this work, Kristen replied, “We got started out of a necessity. So many
women and families were impacted directly or indirectly. We had to make sure that Indigenous women
were leading the ﬁght and lifting up our families.”

Why I love ESTHER. . .It’s a great
cause and the people are very
dedicated.
— Robert Zeegers
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Individual Leadership Award
Recipient: Jennifer Considine
By Bill Van Lopik
Jennifer knows her stuff when it comes to community
organizing. Back when she was in college at Texas A&M she
helped organize a campus-wide campaign to advocate for a
living-wage for maintenance and service workers. It was a
momentous campaign that she helped win.

Jennifer Considine

She brought those same skills to Oshkosh. Not only is
Jennifer a professor and Chair of the UW-Oshkosh
Communications Department, but she is also the leader of
the Oshkosh ESTHER task force. This past year was
especially memorable for the Oshkosh group. They
advocated for a number of years for the right of Oshkosh
children to ride on the city bus to school at no-cost. After
numerous meetings, hearings and letter-writing, the
Oshkosh City Council and School Board arrived at an

agreement to make this a reality. This only happened because of the tireless organizing of the Oshkosh
group lead by Jennifer. It was a victory for the families who had to cobble together bus fare for their
kids everyday. Jennifer also serves on the ESTHER Equity and Racial Justice Commitee and has been a
key voice in moving us along as an anti-racist organization.

Why I Love ESTHER. . I love that ESTHER
gives me opportunities to live my faith
through action.
— Kathy

Why I love ESTHER. . It’s a great cause and
the people are very dedicated.
— Cindy Carter
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Some Current Information

. . . on the MMIWG Movement in Wisconsin
By Rick Kitchen
Studies show that Native women are about three times more likely to be murdered than white women
in the U.S. Rough U.S. Census estimates of the white population is 76.3% and American Indian and
Alaska Native is 1.3%.
The MMIW (Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women) epidemic in Wisconsin is similar to that in
many U.S. states and territories, as well as other areas around the world where Indigenous peoples
live.
In Wisconsin, a Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women (MMIW) Task Force was created on July 2,
2020, by Attorney General Josh Kaul and the Wisconsin Department of Justice (DOJ) after state
lawmakers failed to pass legislation that would have created a task force in 2019. A bipartisan group of
lawmakers including Amanda Stuck from the 57th Assembly District (a large part of the Fox Cities), had
introduced this bill in September. But, it wasn’t brought to the ﬂoor for a vote before the session
ended. Indigenous women from the (local to the Fox Cities) Menominee Reservation, and other parts of
Wisconsin, were instrumental in putting the bill together.
Task force members have been appointed, and its ﬁrst meeting is expected to take place in the near
future. The task force will take input from working groups and from local, grassroots task forces (tribal
and urban) around Wisconsin. This newly created Wisconsin task force is also collaborating with state
task forces in New Mexico and Minnesota.
One of the main movers in the MMIW movement in this part of Wisconsin is Kristin Welch. She is lead
organizer of the MMIW Women's Leadership Cohort, which is part of Menīkānaehkem (Community
Rebuilders), a grassroots community organization on the Menominee Reservation. She is also a
Menīkānaehkem Community Organizer. Through the MMIW Women’s Leadership Cohort, critical
up-to-date information about MMIW is disseminated to those who are working to end the MMIW
epidemic.
Other states, including Arizona, Minnesota,
Montana, New Mexico, and Wyoming, have
created MMIW task forces. A federal MMIW task
force, the Presidential Task Force on Missing and
Murdered American Indians and Alaska Natives,
aka Operation Lady Justice, was established in
November 2019. Wisconsin’s task force is not yet
as active or responsive as it should be in order to
fulﬁll its purpose.
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Why I love ESTHER. . .

I love ESTHER because the people
who are involved are amazing, and
we all share the mission of creating
a just world. It gives me hope!
— Connie Raether

Texas BBQ
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2019-2020 Revenue and
Expense Report
By Mary Bissing-Olson

The dancers of Keshena
dressed in regalia
visited with Mark
Charles last fall.

Why I love ESTHER...
connecting with others
to make change!
— Jennifer Considine
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Sidewalk Talks
By David Haas
Prison reform has been a core concern of
ESTHER since the founding of the organization,
and the Prison Reform Task Force is one of its
most active.
This summer, under the leadership of Rob
Zeegers, the Prison Reform Task Force has held
a series of Silent Services every Thursday from
11:30 a.m. until 1 p.m., for the purpose of raising
public awareness of the need for — and beneﬁts
of — prison reform.
An important part of the message is that Prison
Reform promotes healthy communities. It does
so by providing training and counselling in
prisons, as well as various kinds of support for
people after their release from prison.

Why I love ESTHER. . .I love ESTHER
because it connects me with amazing
inspired people of faith. Hope and joy
never die!
— Kathleen Gribble

Today, many people who are released from
prison end up returning to prison within a few
years because reentry into society is so difﬁcult.
This is not only a tragic loss for those who have
to return to prison and their families; it is also
terrible for our communities. The Silent Services
aim to inform as many individuals as possible in
our communities that alternatives exist, and that
we can provide better outcomes both for the
formerly incarcerated and for the communities
in which they live.

Why I love ESTHER. . .I love ESTHER

because we, through our hard work and
education, can plant seeds of change. It gives
me a chance to live out the Gospel in a more
profound way. It’s a way to gather with
others to help make positive changes in our
world.
— Michele “Mimi” Maki (Emmaus-Oshkosh)
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A Call to Action Interview
with Fawn
Youngbear-Tibbetts
By Jill Smith

Fawn Youngbear-Tibbetts went to
help in the Powderhorn district of
Minneapolis immediately after
George Floyd’s murder. This is just a
glimpse of her story.
There was an uprise in protest after George Floyd’s murder, I
asked Fawn, “What motivated you to go to Minneapolis?”

Fawn explained, “I am originally from Minnesota. My family lives there. I was helping my uncle, who
lives on 37th and Columbus, with his non-proﬁt. Some of my family from the neighborhood knew
him. I was called in to help.”
Tell me how your team was set up. How did you help the community?
Fawn continued, “One of my Uncle Bob’s other nieces, Kia Bible set up a ﬁrst aid station. She was
overwhelmed, originally thinking that it would be simple ﬁrst aid. She quickly learned that it would
take much more than that. I came down on the third day to help her and other community
members organize a medic team and station. A bus was donated which was initially used as a
barricade. Eventually, the city put up concrete barricades, and the bus served as our main ofﬁce. A
medical yurt was brought from Standing Rock, and a few large tents were donated.”
“EMS refused to come to the site, so we went on social media and asked for volunteers. On the rare
occasions that EMS did come, they arrived with police and weapons. During the ﬁrst shooting,
four squads came. Each squad had four ofﬁcers in it and they all carried assault riﬂes. They
interviewed and grilled our medical team with guns pointed at their faces. Our main doctor, Dr
Jackie Kawiecki (pictured to the left of Fawn) was on site that night.”
“When Doc ﬁrst came to volunteer, she originally agreed to help for ﬁve hours. She didn’t leave to
go home to sleep and stayed for ﬁve days. Within ﬁve minutes of being on site she had to treat
someone having a severe allergic reaction with an epipen.”
(article continued on next page)
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Call to Action Interview, continued
Fawn goes further, “The ﬁrst week, we worked 24 hour shifts. After the riots, the police
stopped coming to the area. Often times people were told to call 311 instead of 911 even when
trying to report serious crimes and gunshots. The community stepped up to provide the
services that the city would not, including developing security teams and neighborhood
patrols.”
“In the daytime, the tourists and mourners came. At night, it was a war zone. For example, a
gentleman jumped out of his two story window to escape from a group that was attacking him.
He broke his leg. It was a severe compound fracture. I pushed him in a wheelchair three
blocks to the edge of the “autonomous zone” where he could reach an ambulance and be taken
to a hospital to receive proper treatment. EMS still refused to come without more ofﬁcers.
Eventually we made an agreement and he was taken in by an ambulance and one squad escort.”
“I put the call out for more volunteers. We needed doctors, nurses and medical supplies.
Thirty two medical personnel came to help. This allowed us to schedule shifts and Dr.
Kawiecki could go home and go to sleep.”
“We treated two overdoses on site. Explosive devices were found. Fortunately, we had two
combat medics on staff who could diffuse them. These devices were then turned over to the
police.”
“After being there for a few weeks, I was pulled into a leadership role. I organized some of the
ﬁrst community meetings. I tried to uplift some of the organizers that live in the community.
This is where my Gamaliel training came in handy. We met with police, EMS, and the ﬁre chief
who brought us supplies. We also met with the American Indian Movement. You see, the areas
where riots occurred became “autonomous zones” all over the city. I helped organize services
in all of these places. We did everything from ﬁrst aid to mental health treatment to
neighborhood security. We dealt with a lot of gunshots.”
“I was running deals with businesses in the “autonomous zones” so that they could stay in
business. An organizing network called Can Do helped us with this work. I tried to make it so
that I could talk to everyone and be the neutral party. I was less intimidating because I am a
woman of color and had no afﬁliations. I tried to approach every situation as a neutral
negotiator but I also tried to antagonize people so that they could be the best that they could
be. These are tricks I learned from my week long Gamaliel training.”
What is the situation like in Minneapolis now?
Fawn replies, “Yesterday was George Floyd’s birthday (October 14th). People in the community
are asking about what we are going to do for Thanksgiving? We’ve decided to have a
decolonization feast.”
(article continued on next page)
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Call to Action Interview, continued
“Right now, members of the community have a list of demands. The campaign is called “No
Justice, No Street.” The people of the community have decided to hold the ground until they see
something that looks like justice and when I say that I mean that it is not just about the
memorial. They have a list of demands. One of the demands is to end qualiﬁed immunity for on
duty police ofﬁcers. Currently, the union protects police ofﬁcers from being charged of any
crime while on duty. Another demand is to defund the police. I am not saying that we don’t
need the police. I am saying that some simple things can be done to ﬁx the system.”
Fawn brings attention towards the many people who are serving the community, “A lot of
people are organizing food banks, and medics are in the “autonomous zones” until November
15th, there are people still working around the clock doing what the police are not doing in
these areas. We are responding to domestic abuse calls and to other violent situations. The
biggest issues are ﬁnding funding and preparing for winter. Things have calmed down a lot
because it is getting cold.”
Fawn adds, “Right now, there is a shift in the social fabric. Before, if something would happen,
no one would say anything. Now everyone knows each other. Everyone has everyone else’s
phone numbers. We know our community and we work together. When people eat together,
when people commune together then people can change the social fabric. These are the things
that help to build community.”
What would you like to say to others who are considering taking part in social justice?
Fawn responds, “I’d say, right now is a really impactful time. If you have anything that is
important to you, you need to stand up for what you believe in. We need everybody. Now is
not the time to back down. We need everybody’s voices. We need everyone at the table.”
“I feel that we are on the verge of a revolution. When I commit to this kind of work, I look for
things that inspire me. In Minneapolis, what really inspired me was that I saw all these young
people, who have experienced terrible things in their lives, step up and work the night shifts.
Two of these people were immigrants from Somalia. One was from a refugee camp in India.
Young people came from reservations and rural America.. Obviously, because it is a memorial
site, people came from all over the world to visit.”
“There is just a really great memorial. It is headstones of all the black men who were killed by
police in the last ten years. That spot is so emotional. People lay ﬂowers there and cry. This
has become the site for all of that emotion and anger, sometimes. It’s raw. If that doesn’t move
you, I don’t know what will.”
“These kinds of experiences are necessary so that we understand the full impact. I know how I
felt when George cried for his mother. I felt, that is enough. If someone crying for their mother
doesn’t move you to action, what will?”
(article continued on next page)
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Call to Action Interview,
continued
Fawn elaborates, “When you talk about a call to action, what
does that mean for you? She shares, “It hurts my heart when
I see an open pit mine. When I see my son who is Native and
who has cognitive special needs, I believe that he has a
double whammy against him and those things inspire us to
action.”
“We have to be the change we want to see in the world but
we also have to encourage people to grow into the best they
can be. Communing together, eating together, sharing
comedy shows, and movies are all a part of this work not just
the protests that happen, it is a bonding experience of
healing and repair. This is the foundation of true restorative
justice.”
Supporting Fawn remotely also called for prayer, knowing
Fawn’s safety was exposed to such severe situations that
potentially put her own life in danger. Commitment fueled
her to carry out her work for a community she has been tied
to since her youth.
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Help Support Our Work!
ESTHER strives to bridge the many divides that separate us:
● We’re working to reduce the over-use of incarceration by promoting treatment alternatives
and ﬁxing a broken parole system
● We’re getting to know the marginalized in our midst and working with them to tell their
stories throughout our community
● We’re helping ordinary people ﬁnd their voices by teaching them how to organize and build
power in their communities
● We’re meeting with elected ofﬁcials, asking them to keep humanity and fair treatment, not
partisan talking points, at the forefront
● We’re focusing on building healthy communities for everyone through our work for
transportation equity and supporting ex-prisoners as they return home.

Will you help ESTHER build its ﬁnancial strength?
Make a secure online contribution by visiting us on the web at esther-foxvalley.org/contribute.
Text GIVE2ESTHER to 24365 and ﬁll in the details. Send us a check at ESTHER, PO Box 784, Neenah,
WI 54957. Sign up for monthly electronic deductions—call us at 920-843-8083 or visit
esther-foxvalley.org/sustainer.

Faithful Contributors to ESTHER’s Interfaith Justice Work
We celebrate these sixteen years because of your support!
Contributors from September 1, 2019 through October 20,2020
Individual Donors

Rahma Abukar and
Bashir Mahamed
Elnore and Tom Acton
Jerry Alferi
Anonymous (4)
Sr. Sister Mary Barbieur
Mary Bechle
Jerry and Gail Bednarowski
Yolanda Bedolla
Mary Jane and Jerry Belot
Georgia Berceau
Penny Bernard Schaber and
Dale Schaber
Mary Bissing-Olson
Patricia and Howard Blades
Louis and Corine Blasczyk
Carolyn and Lurton
Blassingame
Cathy and Fr Mike Bober
Michael and Teresa Bonertz
Barbara Boren
Nancy Bourassa
John Bradish
Jo and Gary Brantmier
Trish Brehm
Paul and Barbara Brinkman
Jim Brygger
Sylvia and Guy Bull
Jeanne Bunker

Christine Calhoun and
Paul Siket
Rev Larry Canavera
Cindy Carter
Ann Cattau
Mrs. Kay Christenson
Kristeen and Don Clouthier
Carol and Greg Codner
Sara and Bruce Companik
Jennifer Considine and
Karl Buelow
Mamadou Coulibaly and
Fatoumata Kroman
Gary and Helen Crevier
Suzette and George Curtis
Mary Czarnopys
Terry and Marsha Dawson
Sheryl and Tim De Hart
Roy De Ruyter
Rev Jennifer DeNetz
Susan and Rick Detienne
Miriam Douglass and Ligiaa
Rivera
Mary Doverspike
Dianne Droster
John Dufﬁn
Phyllis Duquette
Michael Dvorachek
Rachel and James Edwards
Christine and Samuel
Ellickson
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Rev Joseph and Joyce
Ellwanger
Jean Erdman
Cindy Fallona
Marjie Fendt
Denise and Kelly Fenton
David and Rev Vicki Fink
Robert Fritz
Jay Fulkerson
Mary and Hon Michael Gage
Marcia and Tom Galica
Julie and David Gamm
Linda Ganzel
Sharyn Gawlick
Lenore and Rev Mark
Geisthardt
Leticia and Peter Geniesse
Margaret Gibas
Bill and Gwendolyn Gibson
Elizabeth Gibson
Nolan and Darlene Gnewuch
Barbara Goldthwaite
John Gosling
Karen and Richard Gosse
Mary Grace
Jessica Graf
LouAnn and Thomas Graf
Renee Gralewicz
Gloria and Dr. John
Grandone
Ms. Kathleen Gribble

Kathy and David Grinsel
David and Chintana Haas
Rev James Hablewitz
Tina Haffeman
Theresa and Tom Hannah
Lisa and Dale Hanneman
Jessica Hanson
Ronald and Laurie Hanson
Ruth Hanson
Linda and John Harmon
Noah Harmon
Maria Haskins
Pat Hauser
Gerri and Bob Heffron
Jayne Heinrich
Martha Hemwall and John
Peterson
Ruthann and Bruce Hetzler
Kristine Hietpas
JeanMarie and David Hinds
Pat and Steve Hirby
Eilene and John Hoft-March
Carol Hollar-Zwick and
Kenneth Zwick
Susan Holmes
Sally and Gary Hubley
Nicole Hull
Karen Jacobs
JB James
Paul and Sharon Janty
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Faithful Contributors to ESTHER’s Interfaith Justice
Work, continued
Jennifer Jensen and
Paiboon Pairin
Jill Jensen
Joan Jensen
Deborah Johnson
David Jones
Dawn Jones
Nancy and Ron Jones
Shannon Joshi
Constance and Roger Kanitz
Barbara Kaufmann
Ms. Jane Keggi
Bev Kelley-Miller and
Jim Miller
Rick Kitchen
Rosemary Klauber
Mary and Robert Klein
Karen Klenke
Francis Kosednar
Helen Kratzer
Henry Krokosky and
Charlotte Schall-Krokosky
Barbara Kuhn
Jerry Lang
Diane Lange
Judy Lange
Patricia Laux
Dar Leary
Beth and John Lepinski
HelenAnn Linstad
Jean Maas-Pike
Cindi MacSwain and
Duane Hilber
Michele “Mimi” Maki
Bishop Gerald and Anita
Mansholt
Ms. Deb Martin
Fr Joseph Mattern
Faith Mauk and
Tom Lonsway
Molly McCarty
Joanne McCormick
Ms. Nettie McGee
Carol and Joe McIlree
Helen McKean
Tami and Jeff McLaughlin
Richard Meese
Mohammad and
Fatema Mian
Jill and Mike Mitchler
Sue Molden
Susan Morrissey
Debra and Dave Muench
Judy Mugerauer
Marjorie Muttart
Bill and Jeri Nelson
Don Nelson
Shelley and Rev Paul Nulton

James and Ellie Olson
Mario Ortega and
Jessica Quintana
Jim Parker
Karen and James Pfefferle
Jo Phillip
Judy Phillips
Richard Pike
Elizabeth Pitz
Margaret and Todd Platt
Diane and Gerard Putzer
Rev Chris and Cheryl Quello
Connie Raether and
Tom Peck
Eric Raether
Sara and Michael Ramaker
Betsy and Charlie Rath
Cheryl and Ron Reissmann
Ms. Cynthia Rieck
Jeanne Roberts
June and Maurice Robinson
Penny and Dale Robinson
Victoria and Spencer Rotzel
Michele Rupp
Carla Salmon
Rev Dr Stephen and Diane
Savides
Susan Sawyers
Pat Scanlan
Richard Schallert and
Mary Brefeld
Nancy Schanke and
Pete Gasper
Ginny Schieck
Deb Sewall
Susan and †Rev Joel
Schlachtenhaufen
Barbara Schmidt
Rev James Schmitz
Vivian Schutte
James Seifert
John and Karen Seifert
Sr. Mary Jo Selinsky
Linda Shefﬂer and
John Thompson
Claudena Skran and
David Duncombe
Colin Smith and
Faye Howell
Jill and Richard Smith
Zina Soltis
Stephanie Spence
Dean Spoehr
Mike and Sue Stadler
Gertrude and Milton Staskal
Danae Steele
Sherry Steinhoff
Becky and Jon Stellmacher

Lisa Stone
Shirley and Dave Strange
Tom Strover
Virginia Stutzman
Sandi Sweney
Jackie Thiry
Jean C Thompson
Cherie Thunder
Posy and Dave Thurow
Joseph and Kristine Troy
Barbara Uehling
Wanda and Lyle Van De Hey
Rita Van Groll
Bill and Susan Van Lopik
Marijke van Roojen
Susan and Mark
Vander Linden
Ms. Kathleen Weinhold
Barbara Westhofen
Merry and Rodger Whipple
Mary Jo and Thomas
Widener
Rev. Arthur and Cathleen
Wille
Barbara Wilms-Stone and
John Stone-Wilms
Bonita and Jeff Zdrale
Robert Zeegers
Organizational Donors
91.1 The Avenue
Ameriprise Financial
Services, Inc.
Angels Restaurant
Apex Accident Insurance
Apple Valley Pancake
Appleton Conference ELCA
Appleton Downtown, Inc.
Appleton Housing Authority
Artistic Smiles Dentistry S.C.
Casa Esther
Community Foundation for
the Fox Valley Region
Carl & Helen Kratzer Family
Charitable Fund
Saunders Family Fund for
Social Change
COVID-19 Community
Response Fund
Corr Opticians, Inc.
The Cozzy Corner
Day by Day Warming Shelter
Education Not
Incarceration, Inc.
Emmaus Ecumenical
Catholic Community
Farmers & Merchants Bank
First Congregational United
Church of Christ, Appleton

First English Lutheran
Church, Appleton
First United Methodist
Church, Appleton
First United Methodist
Church - Neenah Menasha
Forward Community
Investments
Fox Cities Errands &
Maintenance
Fox Valley Islamic Society
Fox Valley Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship
Greater Fox Cities Area
Habitat for Humanity
Main Tire and Maintenance
Mark's Auto Repair, LLC
Mary’s Pence Foundation
Optima Graphics
McCarty Law
Mentz Orthodontics
Mid-State Sign Service LLC
Mohnen's Family Restaurant
Moses Monteﬁore
Congregation
Omro Community Food
Pantry
Omro Pharmacy
PDI Financial Group
Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church
Maurice A and June C
Robinson Family
Foundation, Inc.
Doug & Carla Salmon
Foundation
Samaritan Counseling
Center
Sikh Temple of the Fox
Valley
St. Bernard Parish
St. Mark's Lutheran Church
St. Paul Lutheran Church
St. Vincent de Paul Society,
Oshkosh
Stone Cellar Brewpub, Inc.
Strong Chiropractic
Taperz Barber Shop
Urban Evolutions, Inc
Van Zeeland Nursery and
Landscape, Inc.
Weidert Group, Inc.
WISDOM
World Relief Fox Valley
Yards of Eden, LLC

Gifts in Honor and Memory

ESTHER gratefully acknowledges contributions in honor or memory(†) of the following:

†Rev. Maynard Beemer, Louis Blasczyk, Suzette Curtis, †Eugene Gibas, Joan Jensen, †Megan Kelley, Michele ‘Mimi’ Maki, †Rev.
Joel Schlachtenhaufen
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Angel’s Restaurant pg. 39
Apple Valley Pancake House pg. 11
El Sabor Mexican Grille pg. 25
Giant Jones Brewery pg. 17
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Los Trigales Bakery pg. 39
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My Lee’s Egg Roll House pg. 38
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