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An Interview with Pardeep Kaleka:

Bridging our Divisions

Pardeep Kaleka, Executive Director for
the Interfaith Conference

By Kayla Nessmann

In today’s world, our differences divide us rather
than bring us together. Pardeep Kaleka has
worked to change this. Kaleka is the Executive
Director for the Interfaith Conference of
Greater Milwaukee and the Founder of Serve 2
Unite. Both organizations have brought people
together from many backgrounds and identities.

We are looking forward to hearing more from
him as he will be the keynote speaker at our
ESTHER banquet in February.

There is a saying in the Sikh religion that
states, “In God’s will, we shall remain
relentlessly optimistic in our commitment
towards the betterment of all mankind.” How
have you applied this phrase to the work that
you do?

@6 Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice

This is said before we leave the temple
every single day... Serve 2 Unite was formed
after the Sikh temple shooting in August
and the call to be relentlessly optimistic,
meaning the call of defiance against a hate
crime committed. To say, we will not lose
our happiness, our joy, and our sacred
connection that we have to one another
because of hate and division... I think as a
country, it is our sacred calling to not fight
against white supremacists as a person, but
a spiritual context of what this country was
founded upon. This sense of nationalism,
vision, judgement, and hatred that really
dooms us to not seeing one another... The
language of serving became one that was
very important because we often speak
different languages... As an organization
and as a calling, we wanted to make sure
that we are serving each other’s humanity.

What is the Interfaith Conference? Are
there any parallels with the work at
ESTHER?

The work that I do today is with the
InterFaith Conference of Greater
Milwaukee. Over the past few years, I have
worked with the Interfaith Conference to
bring together different faith groups. Our
organization represents 22 judiciaries,
including mainline Protestants, Roman
Catholics, Jews, Muslims, Buddhists,
Hindus, etc... We founded in 1970 really to
address housing, fair employment, and
some of the civil rights issues, such as
voting rights. Our hope at that time, and it
continues to be, is to be engaged in
Continued on next page.
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Pardeep Kaleka’s Interview, continued

matters outside of our sanctuaries.

One of the things that we are going to be
taking on is, what does COVID education
and vaccine hesitancy look like? Why are
we so divided during these times? How can
we create a more loving and inclusive
place for all of our faith communities
where they can feel like they belong.

How would you compare extremism in
the Midwest at the time of the attack on
the Oak Creek temple with extremism
now?

Extremism and white nationalism are on
the rise. Recently, we have heard about the
role that social media algorithms play in
siloing somebody’s information. We are at
a very dangerous place with people being
divided along identity-motivated
reasoning. Identity-motivated reasoning
means that whatever you have claimed
your identity on is what you will ingest. If
you are very left-leaning, you will have a
whole algorithm of social media friends
who will say that you are right.... We are
seeing a siloing of information intake and
people of all persuasions moving to the
extremes and the fringes. We are seeing a
disappearance of people who are moderate
and in the middle. All in all, there is a lot of
work to be done. Whenever there is
progress around anything, a lot of times
there is backlash.

How would you recommend bridging
today’s divisions?

I think there has to be trust that humanity
has a shared faith... That it is not just this

@6 Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice
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side or that side—it is all of us. A tale as

old as time—do you preserve what you have
or do you invest in something outside of
yourself? Do you do for your family or for the
society? I will go into suburban
neighborhoods and the driveways will be
plowed and salted but the road is not.

What we have to understand is that at some
point, you have to pull out of your driveway
and be part of the world, as much as you
might want to silo yourself off into this sense
of safety. A way to get rid of some of that
polarization and those silos is to understand
that if we do not invest in all places, that we
are all at a disadvantage. People do not want
to be vulnerable, but vulnerability is what
creates growth. We can’t compartmentalize
that violence is only going to happen in
certain areas; violence can happen
everywhere. There is a certain healthiness
that we have a shared faith.

What are some ways that ESTHER can help
build community here despite our
divisions?

ESTHER plays an important role in bridging
one of the deepest divides, which can
sometimes be faith. I think that is a huge
challenge. When we think about what divides
us, historically we have looked at religion for
bringing lots of people together in love. We
also have to understand the flip side, in that
it has kept people from seeing the humanity
of one another. We have lost sight of what
matters. What matters is our faith bringing
us closer to one another and knowing that
this is God’s creation. I think that the role
that ESTHER plays in that, is to really bridge
those people and their faiths.

ESTHER 4
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“Behold, God enjoins justice, and the doing of good, and
generosity towards [one’s] fellow-men; and FHe forbids all
that is shameful and that runs counter to reason, as well as

envy; and JHe exhorts you repeatedly so that you might bear
all this, in mind.”

(Qur'an 90:16)
Fox Valley Islamic Society

Servicing a diverse community of the Fox Cities

103 Kappell Drive govgcig
Neenah, WI 54956

Fox Valley Islamic Society
920-722-7860

United Methodist Churches
of the Fox Valley

Emmanuel United Methodist Church

740 E. College Ave.  www.emmanuel-umc.org
Appleton, WI 54911 920-731-3288

First United Methodist Church
Appleton

325 E. Franklin St. www.appfumc.org
Appleton, WI 54911 920-734-2677

First United Methodist Church

Neenah-Menasha
108 W. Doty Ave.
Neenah, WI 54956 920-725-0166

www.fumenm.org

The people of The United Methodist Church”
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Since 1949, McCarty Law has worked in collaboration
with its community partners based on shared values
to enrich our community for a hopeful future
for all of us.

McCarty|Law vr

920-882-4070 - McCartyLaw.com [
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Letter from the
President,
Gary Crevier

A Latin American bishop once wrote
that to be a true ally for the
powerless you can't be in the driver’s
seat. For us to steer down paths in
directions we think they ought to go
for their own good rather than taking
our place in the trunk of the car as
the spare tire, is a mistake. That may
seem counterintuitive but to truly
Empower the powerless we need to
give up our position of power to be in
Solidarity with them ready to help
when called upon. Truth and Hope
for Equity embraces Reform. The
road of genuine justice work we are
asked to take may at times seem
foreign and chaotic but a necessary
road to help bridge the gap between
two worlds of the haves and have
nots. Albert Einstein challenges us to
rid ourselves of the greatest optical
delusion we humans have, that is,
thinking we are not all one. This is
the work of ESTHER. Come join us!

Gary Crevier ESTHER President

Pax Christi Fox Valley

@-\ Member of Pax Christi USA
Pax Supports ESTHER
hr1st1

Mission of Doing Justice

in its

-:h"‘l)
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Our Mission Statement:

Develop leaders, engage people, and build collective power in the Fox Valley
to address systemic economic and social injustices and work for more
equitable communities that embrace diversity.

We are not alone.

ESTHER is a part of the network of WISDOM, a statewide organization, and
of The GAMALIEL Network, an international organization. We are
strengthened by the strength of our associates in the struggle for justice. We
know that our work will continue beyond our lifetimes, and we remember the
rabbinic saying, “You are not obligated to complete the task, but neither are
you free to desist from it

“Who we Are” A Commitment to
Justice

By David Haas

“Justice, justice shall you pursue” (Deuteronomy 16:20). These words from the
Bible express the basis of our commitment. We are people of faith who
believe that our various faiths demand of us a commitment to work for social
justice. We believe that we must work toward a society that treats all of its
members as equally valuable, human beings. A society that assigns less value
to people of color is wrong. A society that assigns less value to women is
wrong. A society in which most of the wealth is concentrated in only a few
hands is wrong because it was produced by all of us.

So, we work for institutional change. We work for an equitable society in
which all of our people really have a fair chance to live a healthy, prosperous
and happy life. We work for the just treatment of immigrants because it is
wrong for us to benefit from the contribution that immigrants have made to
our society and then to give them no legitimate place in our country. We
work to end mass incarceration because imprisoning millions of black people
cannot be a just solution to the problems created by centuries of racism. We
work for environmental justice because a society in which powerless people
bear the brunt of the environmental degradation that enriches the few
cannot be just.

In the words of the prophet, “It hath been told thee, O man, what is good, and
what the Lord doth require of thee: Only to do justly, and to love mercy, and

to walk humbly with thy God.

@a Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice ESTHER 7



Bill Van Lopik, ESTHER Organizer

World Relief

FOX VALLEY

510 E Wisconsin Ave
Appleton, Wi 54911

ddited lﬁngpigration
jces Proyiderst
jon, DACA, 1-485

worldrelieffoxvalley.org
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Letter from the
Organizer,
Bill Van Lopik

ESTHER has existed in the Fox Valley for
an incredible 18 years. That is a
long-time for an organization that relies
almost exclusively on the work and
dedication of volunteers with a yearly
budget just over $100,000. During that
time, we have seen our “power” grow in
the community. In organizing terms that
means our “ability to act” on issues of
social injustice has increased throughout
the community. Each of our six task
forces can talk about the positive change
they are making in our community. This
past year it has been especially
gratifying to see people most affected by
the issues take up leadership roles to
find solutions to their own issues.

In 2021, we added 40 new people to our
membership list. Our actions have been
highlighted on the local news media 12
times. We even had the Governor and Lt.
Governor attend an ESTHER sponsored
event in October. | hear time and again
that “ESTHER leaders seem to be
everywhere” in the Fox Valley and that
gives me great pride because I can see
that we are growing as an organized
group rather than a collection of
individual activists. Please join our
movement, there is always a place at the
table for you.

Bill Van Lopik, ESTHER Community
Organizer

ESTHER 8



An Interview with David

and Chintana Haas:
Their take on equity

By Jill Smith

Our present time in American and world
history is unprecedented. Misunderstandings
flow like massive rivers on the internet. They
put a kibosh on communication and they can
create rifts among various groups of people.

ESTHER members believe that answers to
basic questions can create a deeper
understanding which can then help bridge
differences among various groups of people.
[ am here to pose three simple questions:
What does equality mean, what does equity
mean, and why should we care what the
difference is?

I asked my friends David and Chintana Haas
to answer these questions because they are a
thoughtful couple who have experienced
these issues first-hand. They believe that
their 55 year marriage has deepened their
understanding of one another. This
understanding has lifted each of them to be
their best selves together with equity.

David, how many years have you and
Chintana been a part of ESTHER?

I'm not sure, probably close to ten years or
so. I initially joined the Immigration Task
Force because I was interested in the Spanish
culture and I speak Spanish. I thought I could
be helpful.

Chintana has been a part of ESTHER but in a
different way. She has donated many pieces
of pottery to the ESTHER auction over the
years. Her work is gracefully simple and is

g& Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice
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easy to live with in a home. Many people
respond to her work and Chintana loves to
share it.

Thank you both for sharing your skills and
knowledge with ESTHER. I come to both of
you today because many of us who work for
social justice need to understand the
difference between equality and equity. First
off, what does equality mean?

(David’s response) The only way I can get my
head around it is to look at it in a historical
context. When the notion of equality was
established as a legal concept, it meant that if
everybody were given equal legal status, then
all people would have equal chances. If people
came out unequal, then that would be ok
because everyone would have been given the
same opportunity.

Then what does equity mean?
(He continues.) The way equity has been

(Continued on next page)
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David and Chintana’s Interview, continued

used in equality conversations is, even if everywhere. We focus on specific issues of
people are considered equal before the concern that are meaningful to our

law, they don’t necessarily start at the members. We can't do everything, but we
same place. Take my own biography as work on issues that bring equity to our

an example. I came from a well to do community.

family. [ went to college. For me, I

followed the path of least resistance To find David’s independent blog, go to
because going to college is what was http: //foxcitiesprogressive.blogspot.com

expected of me.

When [ taught at UW-Oshkosh, I had
students who were the first in their
families to ever attend college. So, even
though we all were considered equal
before the law, we really didn't start at
the same place.

-
Furthermore, my college education in | cu MPLEX
California was free. Today, students take :
on huge debts trying to achieve what I

was able to accomplish at almost no cost. IND U STR' ES

David and Chintana, many people read

about equality and equity and think,
“potAto, potOto. Who cares?” Please

explain why this differentiation is

critical? I N B 0 U N D :

We believe that it is important to care
about equity because it is a way of taking
account of the fact that legal equality
does not really confer equality of
opportunity. Equality of opportunity is a
basic American value. We believe that it www.weidert.com
is ok for some people to be much richer
than others as long as we all have the
same opportunity to become rich or to
be our best selves.. If we want equality of
opportunity to be real in our society, we
have to make our various starting points
as equitable as possible.

WEIDERT!

So, what do you think ESTHER brings to
our community?

ESTHER brings people together who
understand that legal equality is not

@6 Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice ESTHER 10
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Faith communities, nonprofits and
agencies that have partnered with
ESTHER in the past year....

e ACLU of Wisconsin Forward Labs

e Appleton Public Library Fox Valley Unitarian Universalist

e The Avenue 91.1 Association, Appleton

e Bnai Israel Congregation, Oshkosh Fox Valley Islamic Society

e (Casa Esther Catholic Worker House, League of Women Voters, Appleton
Omro Memorial Presbyterian Church,

e  Circles of Support Appleton

e Citizen Action of Wisconsin e Menasha Public Library

e Celebrate Diversity Fox Cities e Menikanaehkem

e  Charter for Compassion e Menominee Tribal Enterprises

e Coalition for More Responsible e Native Justice Coalition
Transportation e  Outagamie County Public Health
Common Talks Department
East Central Regional Planning e Prince of Peace Lutheran Church,
Commission Appleton
Emmanuel United Methodist, Appleton e Religious Society of Friends, Oshkosh
Emmaus Ecumenical Catholic e  St. Bernard Catholic Church, Appleton
Community of Oshkosh e  St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Neenah
The Equity Network e  St. Paul Lutheran Church, Neenah
EXPO (Ex-Incarcerated People e Voces de la Frontera
Organizing), Fox Valley e  Waking Women Healing Institute
First Congregational UCC, Appleton, e  Winnebago County Health Department
First English Lutheran Church, e  Weidert Group, Inc.
Appleton e  Winnebago Worship Group, Neenah

e First United Methodist Church, e Wisconsin Conservation Voters

Neenah-Menasha

HOUSEKEEPING

SERVICE
|WE CAN DO IT FOR YOU! \

SERVICIO
OC LIMPIEZA

B-lisa Hernandez

B Ravgecrydephotinad Lo

‘Free estimates”
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APE DRYWALL FINISHING l-o
HANG DRYWALL - TEXTURE - PAINTING

Contact:
(920) 903-2035

evenciotrinidad@icloud.com
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Mary Bissing-Olson, ESTHER
Treasurer
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Mary’s Story
By Jill Smith

ESTHER would like to introduce the newest
member of our Executive Committee, Mary
Bissing-Olson. She is a grandmother of seven and
after working for 37 years, has recently retired
from Affinity Health System as the Manager of
Decision Support.

Gary Crevier, ESTHER President, describes Mary’s
role in ESTHER the best. He states, “Mary’s
willingness to take on the position of Treasurer of
ESTHER is truly a gift. She brings to us her years
of professional experience in finance and
accounting with a unique ability to help us see
clearly our exact financial position. With her
insightful questions, she helps clarify for us our
financial sustainability for the present and for the
future”

Thank you, Mary!
from the ESTHER team

REVENUE

$106,862

Grass Roots

Programs

Grants

or office@estherfoxvalley.org.

ESTHER Revenue and Expenses
September 2020 - August 2021

Communties teader

To review a detailed financial statement, please contact the ESTHER office at 920-843-8083

&] Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice ESTHER 12
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Come join us!
Want to be More Involved in ESTHER’s work?
Come and See:

All who are interested in the issues we focus on are welcome to
participate in or observe these task force and committee meetings,
most of which currently meet via Zoom teleconference.

If you have a heart for justice or if any of the issues we address have
affected your life or a loved one’s, we invite you to join us! All are
welcome. Contact us or request a Zoom invitation using the contact
links below:

! 1st Mondays, 6:00 PM, St. Mark’s Lutheran Church,
Prison Reform 140 S. Green Bay Rd, Neenah
Contact us: esther-foxvalley.org/prtf

1st Tuesdays, 4:30 PM, in person at Congregation
Oshkosh ESTHER B’nai Israel, 1129 Algoma Blvd, Oshkosh
Contact us: at esther-foxvalley.org/oetf

Mental Health 2nd Mondays, 6:00 PM, Zoom invite/contact at
esther-foxvalley.org/mhtf

2nd Tuesdays, 6:30 PM, Zoom invite/contact at

Immlgratlon esther-foxvalley.org/itf

3rd Tuesdays, 6:30 PM, Zoom invite/contact at

Transportation esther-foxvalley.org/pttf

Equity & Racial Justice 3,4 Thursdays, 9:00 AM, Zoom invite/contact at
Committee esther-foxvalley.org/erjc

4th Tuesdays, 7:00 PM, Zoom invite/contact at

Environmental Justice .
esther-foxvalley.org/ejtf

@6 Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice ESTHER 13



Prison Reform Task
Force Collaborates to
Better Our Community

By Lisa Hanneman and Rob Zeegers

The ESTHER Prison Reform Task Force seeks
to reform the Wisconsin correctional system so
that: a) fewer individuals are incarcerated, b)
those incarcerated are treated humanely and
offered appropriate services, and c) returning
citizens are given opportunities to successfully
reintegrate into the community.

The task force meets monthly and is composed
of people who are directly impacted by the
prison system, their family members, former
Department of Corrections employees,
concerned citizens, and faith leaders. Together,
they have organized to take on the difficult work
of prison reform, which disproportion- ately
impacts people of color. Wisconsin leads the
nation in the number of African-Americans
incarcerated per capita.

Our work is done by working collaboratively
with other organizations such as WISDOM,
EXPO, FREE, ACLU Smart Justice Campaign, and
the League of Women Voters. Lisa Hanneman,
co-chairperson, states, “We want to work with
other organizations to end crimeless revoca-
tions and to correct the ‘injustice system’ for the
benefit of all citizens in our community”

This year, task force members who regularly
attend the monthly Outagamie County Criminal
Justice Coordinating Council meetings
suggested restorative justice measures to the
board. Criminal Justice Treatment Services
listened and actually took it on. A trial run will
start in the spring.

Restorative justice measures offer people who
have committed offenses to meet with the
person that was offended and a mediator that
determines a resolution. Historically, restorative
justice measures, when used correctly, can
compassionately redefine a justice system and
reduce recidivism.

@a Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice
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Co-Counselors: Lisa Hanneman and Rob Zeegers

Task Force members hit the streets weekly and
held signs for the Restore our Communities Prison
Reform Campaign at Houdini Plaza in Appleton.
They engaged in meaningful conversations with
all types of people who stopped to chat. Rob
Zeegers, Co-chairperson, states, “One of our
goals is to recruit more people to become
involved in prison reform in Wisconsin. The good
news is that more students from local colleges
are starting to attend our meetings this year”

ESTHER continues as fiscal sponsor of a Circles
of Support chapter in the Fox Valley. These are
groups of dedicated volunteers (including many
ESTHER members) supporting individuals who
are reentering society from prison through
programs of leadership, advocacy and
community.

Lisa Hanneman took another tour of the
Outagamie County jail and learned that the final
walk-through for the accreditation with the
National Commission on Correctional Health
Care will take place in December 2021. This
means that Outagamie County jail will soon be
recognized to offer the safest and the most
adequate services available for people who are
incarcerated.

One of our goals for the upcoming year is to have
a stable EXPO (ex-incarcerated people
organizing) chapter functioning in the Fox Valley.
We believe it is vital to have impacted people
guiding the decisions of the task force.

ESTHER 14
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CATERING

Lizette Bailey- Owner

N 1490 Mallard Bay Rd
Keshena W1 54135

715-851-9501 Business

AN My Lee and Pheng Lor
INDIGENOUS P |-|1L: 305 Richmond Street
Al b =n  Appleton, W1 54911
1Y LPE’S  920-257-499
GG ROLL [ryersarssoner
FI 0 U S e closed: SuN
myleeseggrollhouse.com

wagqsecewancooks@gmail.com

MARK L. FERRELL |
EYE PHOTOGRAPH LLC

wWw. EYE . PHOTOS
mferrell@ eye.phtGtos
800 S Lawe St. Suite 306
Appleton, Wi. 54915
920-851-3374

2\ DAY BY DAY

e warming shelter

Thank you to ESTHER for being a
partner and advocate in social justice
throughout the Fox Cities!

449 High Avenue
Oshkosh, WI 54901
920-203-4865 (Shelter)
920-203-4536 (Administration)
www.warmingshelter.com

@6 Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice

If you suffer from neuropathy or pain
in your feet due to nerve damage, you

New Treatment Technology
Offers Relief For
NEUROPATHY Sufferers!

The PAINLESS, DRUG FREE Treatment may be
able to eliminate and reduce these SYMPTOMS:

» Symptoms traveling up legs
* Burning Pain

» Difficulty Sleeping from
Leg /Foot Discomfort

* Hurting when you walk

* Numbness

* Prickling/Tingling Feeling
* Sharp Electric Pain

*» Aching

* Cramping

This event is courtesy of doctors dedicated to the community,
with the hope that it aids people in living a healthier life!

Please call our office to

schedule a consultation and a
complimentary treatment.

STRONG

CHIROPRACTIC OFFICE S.C.

“Strong on Health”

WI-5001821327

920.725.0800/920.831.4110|920.426.9898

1426 S. Commercial St.| 1801 N. Richmond St. 2100 Omro Rd.
Neenah Appleton Oshkosh
ESTHER 15



Oshkosh ESTHER
Task Force Report
2021

By Jen Considine

In 2021, the Oshkosh ESTHER task force
came together to share community and
advocate for transportation and housing
justice in Oshkosh. We begin with
celebration.

This year, through generous contributions
from the City of Oshkosh, the Oshkosh
Area School District and community
donors, Go Transit provided more than
50,000 bus rides to K-12 students at no
cost to riders. This year, we welcomed
new members. We are also able to hold
hybrid meetings that allow folks to join
online or come together in person.

In the next year, we will be focusing on
housing justice in Oshkosh. Affordable
housing is hard to come by in Oshkosh,
and eviction and homelessness are
increasing. According to the National Low
Income Housing Coalition, a Wisconsin
household needs to an annual income of
nearly $36,000 — about S$17 an hour for
one full-time job — to afford a
two-bedroom rental home at the federal
government's fair market rate. Many
families in Oshkosh can't afford this fair
market rent and those who can, can’t find
any rental units available. In the next year,
we will advocate for housing first policies
that allow everyone to have a safe and
affordable place to live. Please join us
online or at Congregation B'Nai Israel on
the first Tuesday of every month at 4:30.

% Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice
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Oshkosh ESTHER task force at work.

PROUD SUPPORTER OF ESTHER

(¢

Emmaus

ECUMENICAL CATHOLIC
COMMUNITY OF OSHKOSH

CREATING A NEW WAY OF BEING CHURCH

We join fogefther in response to the call of the
Spirit to preach the gospel of liberation and
justice and to pattern our lives after the life

and teachings of Jesus Christ.

Gathering Sundays @ 11 AM
At Si. Paul United Church of Christ
1250 Leonard Point Rd., Oshkosh, Wi 54704
Rev. Mike Bober, 920-410-5877

www.emmausoshkosh.crg

ESTHER
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Mental Health

Task Force: A Year of
Lighting Bridges and
Creating Awareness

By Bev Kelley-Miller

This past year, EMHTEF’s main focus
was raising awareness on the
MMIWG2S (Missing and Murdered
Indigenous Women, Girls and 2
Spirits) epidemic across the country.
On Valentine’s Day we held a vigil at
icy Houdini Plaza where 50 people
from all over the Midwest gathered
to remember those sisters,
daughters, aunties and mothers we
have lost to violence and for whom
justice has yet to be realized.

May 5th signified another day of
MMIW2GS awareness. Cities across
the country lit up their bridges and
buildings in red to honor the
memory of victims. ESTHER Mental
Health and Oshkosh ESTHER task
forces worked together to create a
bridge lighting ceremony in Oshkosh
where Mayor Lori Palmeri read a city
proclamation of support. Alysse Arce
courageously spoke about the loss of
her mother, Rae Elaine Turtillott,
who was found murdered over 30
years ago and whose killer was never
found.

This summer, funds were collected
from ESTHER, Emmaus Ecumenical
Catholic Church , First
Congregational UCC and the Native
Justice Coalition to pay for a large
MMIW billboard that was posted for
6 weeks on College Avenue. Urban
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Bev Kelley-Miller, Chairperson

helped host a billboard unveiling event on
June 12 in their parking lot where
approximately 60 people came to hear
Kristin Welch and Andrea Lemke-Rochon
speak.

Currently, the task force is working with
Winnebago Public Health in distributing
life-saving Narcan kits to communities in
need who have been impacted by
overdose deaths. We also continue to
collaborate with Native Justice Coalition
and Waking Women Healing Institute in
supporting their MMIWGZ2S initiatives.

ESTHER 17



Y
ESTHER

Creating a New
Vision for
Transportation

By Connie Kanitz

We focus on goals of ease and
effectiveness, equity, affordability, safety,
sustainability, lighter impact on the
environment and on the people living in
communities along our roads. We weave
together diverse options so we each have
a way of getting where we need to go
when we need to get there. As more
options become available within cities,
throughout rural areas and between cities,
we can begin to have less reliance on a
personal car.

ESTHER shared our budget priorities with

our state legislators and the joint finance
committee through Madison Action Day
and comments on the 2021-23 budget.

“Fix at Six,” a new proposal for 1-94
East-West Corridor in Milwaukee,
authored by transportation planner Mark
Stout and supported by the Coalition for
More Responsible Transportation was
introduced on September 14. The plan
offers road repairs in the current six lane
footprint, a new rapid transit bus line, and L’Shanah Tovah UMetukah
more pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly May You Have a
avenues instead of an expansion to eight
lanes. “Fix at Six” meets our goals outlined

Good and Sweet New Year

above.

Moses Montefiore Congregation
Exploring personal stories remains the Congratulates ESTHER on Completing
best way to demonstrate what people 14 Years of Struggle for Social Justice
need and helps guide us to a new vision. and Hopes that this Will Be

ESTHER transportation task force meets
the third Tuesday of each month from
6:30 - 8:00, currently using zoom.

Another Successful Year

g& Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice ESTHER 18



Terry Dawson, Chairperson

Green Apple Folk Music Society
- making and sharing live acoustic music in
the Fox Valley for over 30 years -

is proud to support ESTHER’s work to build a
just and equitable community.

Jociety

greenapplefolkmusic.org
www.facebook.com/GreenAppleFolk
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Environmental Justice
Task Force

By Terry Dawson

It has been a busy year for Environmental
Justice. Members continue regular
meetings, working to learn about justice
issues associated with climate and
extractive industries. We seek to
collaborate and support other groups,
attending rallies and events in Appleton,
Menasha, Green Bay and Marinette.

These events were to protest or explore
concern for justice issues, such as impacts
on Indigenous people -- particularly
MMIWG?2S, the effects of climate on
youth, the potentially disastrous proposed
mine on the Menominee River, and
Enbridge pipelines Line 3 and Line 5.
Members spoke or presented at the Earth
Day rally in Appleton, a Citizen Action
Climate Solutions Roundtable in Menasha,
and the Green New Deal Fest in

Appleton.

We continue to work with other WISDOM
affiliates and state legislators to empower
communities to regulate plastic waste. In
October, we assisted with the planting and
dedication of the Peace Tree, a gift from
the Menominee, dedicated to MMIWG?2S.

Mark's Auto Repair, LLC
Karri Fulcer, Owner

2168 S. Memorial Drive
Appleton, Wi 54915

Service: 920-734-7486
U-Haul; 920-738-5521
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In 2:'20, 5,600 Indigenaus
omen were reported
missing in the Us

Now we're losing count

ESTHER'’s Billboard Unveiling Event was held on
June 12th at Urban Evolutions in Appleton.

,
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| ELLUVIUMFINANCIAL

Planning & Investing for your future

Modern Firm
Experienced Advisors

* Decades of experience

* New, modern firm

* Integrated technology and solutions

« Comprehensive financial planning
and portfolio management

Independent Certified Financial Planners and
fiduciaries always working in your best interest.

Samuel Cody Heather Brent
Sigler Mares Wunderlich

CFP CFP", CRPC", Operations
AMBPA® MSFS Manager

Growth is at
the root of
what we do.

Elluvium.com
920-993-2264
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Hop on to
Voices RandomISH

Eldridge, a UW-Milwaukee
Graduate/Lecturer, is currently
the Director of Cultural Transformation
for Guardian Life.
In 2020, she also launched
SLNTPTNRS DEI Consulting.

Voices RandomISH
premiered in June 2019.
It was created to tell the stories of the
good in our Fox Cities communities.

On the show, Eldridge interviews guests
to discuss popular culture topics relevant
to the community at large.

In 2020, Eldridge launched the online
purpose driven clothing store
YourGeer.com.

This clothing site showcases original
designs based upon popular culture.
Shirt prices range from $21.00 - $35.00.
For every Voices RandomISH and First
Responders shirt sold, $5.00
is donated to charity.

Eldridge's Purpose:
To use my voice
to serve humanity
by encouraging
engagement
in dialogue
thatis
Enlightening,

Inspiring and Uplifting.

Voices RandomISH YouTube
channel:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQ
-CZXXwzPvHmuxm2ZHPm1Q
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Below: Kristin Welch makes the
Call to Action at the MMIW
Bridge Lighting Event in
Oshkosh on May 5th.

Above: ESTHER
Immigration
members rally in
Milwaukee for “A
Day without
Latinx and
Immigrants,’
October 2021:

Right: ESTHER
participants
gathered in
Green Bay to
speak up for
immigration
reform and
essential workers
last summer.
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Faith Communities United for Justice

roour . SR I | . .
SODIESY # §| . Below: David Gringon,
B prROTELT Director of the Menominee

WHAT Historic Preservation, spoke
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#MMIWG2S

to Oshkosh constituents
about the necessity to clarify
Wi d believ A8 }“ Chief Oshkosh’s biography on
e | Hary Houdhi his statue located in
{ Menominee Park.
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Above: Environmental Justice Rally in Green Bay informed the
public to protect our waters of Wisconsin.

Below: Community members waved banners at the Water
Celebration on the banks of the Menominee River this summer.
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ESTHER
Leadership

Board Members
October 2021

President:
Gary Crevier

Vice President:
C. Jo Phillip

Treasurer:
Mary Bissing-Olson

Secretary:
Nancy Jones

Yolanda Bedolla
Cindy Carter
Sara Companik
Terry Dawson
Dave Fink

Joyce Frohn
Sharyn Gawlick
Gwen Gibson
Kathleen Gribble
David Haas
Steve Hirby
Joan Jensen
Connie Kanitz
Mimi Maki

Fr. Joe Mattern
Diane Putzer
Connie Raether
Penny Robinson
Jill Smith

Rob Zeegers

ESTHER 23



Immigration
Task Force is not
Deterred

By Connie Raether

The ESTHER Immigration Task Force
continues in spite of our frustration with the
lack of movement in the U.S. Congress for
comprehensive immigration reform. The
Wisconsin legislature has been equally
intransigent with its’ lack of movement
around driver’s licenses for undocumented
residents. However, our work persists with a
‘si, se puede’ attitude. We have expanded
beyond advocacy for legislative changes. Here
is a list of some of our efforts during the past
year.

e We have focused around learning more
about barriers that people with limited
English face in the court system.

e  We are working with a local Hispanic
family experiencing harassment from
their neighbors.

e  We encouraged people to donate to a
local group raising money to help
immigrants who have lost jobs and
income due to COVID.

e  We did research on whether local
schools are communicating effectively
with Spanish speakers.

e  We work with other WISDOM affiliates
around the state through participation
in monthly calls and educating
ourselves about national issues
through the Gamaliel immigration
calls.

e  We have interacted with Menasha
Police Chief Styka about hate crimes
and ways we can work with his
department.

3& Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice
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Co-Chairs: Melissa Gaudin-Hughes and
Yolanda Bedolla

e  We continue to collaborate with Voces
de la Frontera. Several of us joined
Voces in Green Bay in April for
an event to promote citizenship for all!

e We also supported 3 of our task force
members who went to Washington
D.C. to support immigrant rights for
essential workers.

e  We were effective in getting a number
of local businesses to shut their doors
on October 11 to honor the “Day
Without Latinx” Our efforts were
highlighted in the local news media.

Our task force membership continues to
grow with directly impacted immigrants
assuming more and more of the leadership
within the group. Please join us in this
expanding work!

ORR
OPTICIANS

250 First St - Neenah, Wl 54956
920-722-2844

Senving the Valley with
Quality Eye Care cince 1951

Eye Exams by Dr. Rachel Romenesko
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Voices of Hope

By Kris Klothier

“Voices of Hope” is a reader’s theatre
presentation that brings to life the stories of our
Fox Cities community of Latinex immigrants,
DACA recipients, and children at the border
through prose, poetry and music. The
presentation helps the community identify with
immigrants and understand the reasons why
many endure traumatic journeys to come to
America. This experience shares the moral and
legal issues associated with immigration and
forces us to take a stan

d. Due to the limitation of presenting in person,
our presentation is on video for Zoom meetings.
Following the video, your organization has the
opportunity to ask questions of the readers and
discuss a call to action. Contact the ESTHER
office to learn more about how you can host
Voices of Hope and view our video clip on the
ESTHER webpage.

Sikh Temple of Fox Valley
Open to Everybody!

Services

Every Sunday 11:00 am
Lunch 1:00 pm

1304 Midway Rd. Menasha, W1 54952

C Jelel'y LLc

Niki Worden

818 N. Superior St., Appleton, Wl 54911

Bicycle
Sales & Service chainreactioncycleryllc.com

920.733.1141

Mon / Tues 10-7 « Wed / Thur / Fri 10-5:30 « Saturday 10-2

36 Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice
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Equity and Racial
Justice Committee

By Gwendolyn Gibson and Penny
Robinson

With the mission of becoming an
antiracist organization, ESTHER
continued educating ourselves and the
community, collaborating with other
organizations, and working on local
issues, including:

e [bram X Kendi’s book, How to be an

Co-Chairs: Penny Robinson and

Antiracist )
G dolyn Gib
e Taking a Faithful Stand for Equity wendolyn Gibson
pledge® e Growing our relationship with the

e Learning that Critical Race Theory is a
framework examining how systems,
policy and the law perpetuate systemic
racism and is only taught in law and
graduate schools

e Engaging Marijke Van Roojen and
Shavana Talbert of COMMON TALKS
for training on antiracism/ race justice
and goal-setting using an equity lens

* Recruiting a person who is African *https: /www.wichurches.org /2021/07/17/ta

American for the Grand Chute Police king-a-faithful-stand-for-equity-makng-a-co
and Fire Commission mmitment-to-civic-engagement /i

Menominee Tribe through film
(Dawnland), supporting a billboard for
Missing and and Murdered Indigenous
Women and Girls, collaborating on
dedication of a Peace Tree on Indigenous
Peoples’ Day

e Discussing local, state, and national
issues.

"Do not be daunted
by the enormity of
the world's grief.
Do justly now, love
mercy now, walk
humbly now. You
are not obligated to
complete the work,
but neither are you
free to abandon it
—Talmud

Inequality

Unequal access to
opportunities

s 5
Equality? [y
Evenly distributed it
tools and assistance

° °
Justice
Fixing the system to
offer equal access lo
both tools and
opportunities

Custom tools that
identify and address |
inequality
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‘Ruby’s
PANTRY

A smart way to extend your grocery N
budget and enjoy a variety of food!

IF YOU EAT,
YOU QUALIFY!

First English | First Tuesday $22 Cash
Lutheran Church of each donation
Parking Lot month
Receive an
326 E, North St, 4:30-6p.m, abundance of
Appleton, WI great food!
Follow the signs to | Parking lot opens No registration-

getin line! at3:30 pm. All are welcome!

rubyspantryappleton@gmail.com
www.rubyspantry.org
Like us on Facebook:

@RubysPantryAppletonWi

St. Paul Lutheran Church, ELCA

200 North Commercial Street, Neenah
(920) 725-3961
www.stpaulneenah.org

Centered in God’s mercy and grace
Humbled to serve others

Committed to justice and peace

é@,\,\:‘ %o“%

o

L9r /

»

Worship at 9:30 a.m.
Sunday mornings
Also on YouTube and

Facebook!
GOING
ITHFULS

SHARING THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS CHRIST

36 Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice

-

...as an engaged and
inclusive congregation
of disciples,
transforming lives in our
community through the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

We are a family of Christians,
growing in faith &
reaching outin love...

gbevond
OUR WALLS

Worship with us Sunday mornings
In-Person or Online
8:00am & 9:40am
Visit us at:
www.popappleton.org
or on Facebook.comyprinceofpeace.appleton/

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, ELCA

, 2330E. Calumet St

Appleton, Wl 54915
(920) 739-5255

Support Public Education in the Fox Valley

Get connected @ http://bit.ly/educateALL

o~

0N

*  Fox Cities
dvocates for

Public Education

A non-partisan, issue-oriented, advocacy group
that focuses on Wisconsin's promise
of a quality public education for every child.

Learn more @ FCAAPE

ESTHER 27

F—
RSTHER

or Justice



s

=

STHER

Faith Communities United for Justice

Equity Network

A new local collaboration - An opportunity for you

By Nancy Jones

2020 brought the pervasive disparities in our country into sharp relief, leaving many of us searching for
ways to deepen our commitment to equity and racial justice work. Like ESTHER, many area
organizations have been on their own journeys--learning and having conversations about systemic
issues and implicit biases. The idea of the Equity Network began with such a conversation among
Stronger Together Fox Valley members, facilitated by Rachel Peller of Wisconsin Partners and coupled
with an awareness of the myriad of potential partnering organizations. How might we collaborate to
take action to address or avoid disparities in Fox Valley communities?

The basic goal of this new collaboration is the creation a regional network of organizations committed to
monitoring local decision-making using a civil rights strategy that holds network members and
policymakers accountable in our community. Inequities and disparities stem from a wide range of
policies and practices implemented at a local level. Ensuring decisions are made in ways that promote
the common good takes active monitoring by local residents.

A legal framework exists within the Civil Rights Act of 1964, including expectations for planning and
community input to assist local policymakers so their decisions are nondiscriminatory. The Equity
Network aims to help provide a vital and often missing link between the intention of the law and
realizing equitable outcomes locally.

Stronger Together Fox Valley quickly found partners in ESTHER, the League of Women Voter of
Appleton, and People of Progression and network participants continue to reach out to potential
partners for equity work. The Equity Network is still in its early stages, so this is a great time to match
your commitment to justice to serving as a monitor for a local policymaking board or committee that
has impact on the issues you care about the most.

Please be part of ensuring equity is our communities’ decision-making. The Equity Network meets the
first Thursday of every month. Read more here or contact Nancy Jones, ESTHER member.

¥ Habitat for Humanity -
Equity Network

TranSformlng Communltles Civic engagement to reduce disparities
Improving Lives.

To learn more visit:
https:/iwww.wisconsinpartners.org/equity-network

921 Midway Road, Menasha

Connect with the Equity Network:

FoxCitiesHabitat.org | (920) 954-8702 newiequitynetwork@gmail.com
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First English Lutheran Church

Feadeswly Joining God in | oving the Workd

Worship with us! ( : O S
Sundays inpenon and online: 6
S am. (North Site) and 10230 a.m. Downlown Sile)

In-peron only: a Christian
fam Downtown She) Thrift Store
VWalkch -q\l:u-‘;:'l"t;" T, -I':"n.:l ~'ﬁ'| e LR I TS 1;20 \‘NI- \'\o’lb((”)ﬂ%ln AV?.
" > . ' or hwe
..“ ..l ook P.u‘o‘ A‘)F)le'()n’ \Ml 54912
www. Lcebook. comTEL CAPPLETON (920)882-8172
echoes@felc.com
Downtown Site: North Site: .
20 E. Nowth Steeet G551 N Ballard Road Store Hours:
Appleton Appieton Tues.-Fri.: 9a.m. -5 p.m.

Sat.: 9a.m. - 48.m.
Two distinct worship sites- Sun. and Mon.: Closed
NVariows styles of prabing God.
For more intommaton on bt English
Call us 2t 920)733. 24

Or visit www. felc.com Visit us at waww . felc.com/echoes
or on Facebook at @echoestelc

An outreach ministry of
First English Lutheran Church in Appleton

: ‘_(_ Love lesus

Making a difference in your community
1=IC Live vour call because we are part of your community.

VOLUNTEER

Visit www.appleton.org/volunteer for opportunities!
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Community Leadership award

Pictured from left to
right: Mandy
Davenport, Dartania
Winters, Cainan
Davenport, William
Green, Kristen
Gondek, Meakil Bell
Sr., Rick Kitchen,
Kempton Freeman,
Eldridge Alexander,
Chaddrian West Sr.

By Jill Smith
ESTHER has chosen People of Progression to receive this year's Community Leadership
Award. After the death of George Floyd, this budding organization

was formed out of a need to offer people of
color a place to be heard and a place to talk
about difficult issues. What started as a Sunday
afternoon talking circle at a local barbershop
developed into an organization.

Currently, the group is a board that meets
monthly. Cainan Davenport, President of P.O.P.,
states, “Our mission is to build equitable
inclusion for BIPOC by empowering our
children, supporting our businesses and
protecting our community.” Look for
information about the group on their Facebook

BARBER SHOR

page. Book Your Appointments thru the,
’ "Booksy"App

When asked about how the group feels about

receiving this award, Cainan responded, “We

feel honored. We are just doing what we are 203 N. Richmond St

trying to do. The recognition is huge. We are in Appleton, WI 54911

the beginning stages of this organization and it

is encouraging to know that our work is being |/ 920-903-9480

noticed.”
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Individual Leadership Award

Sara Companik

PDI Financial Group
601 N Lynndale Drive, Appleton WI 54914
(920) 739-2303 (800) 234-7341
Fax (920) 739-2205
www.pdifinancial.com

Founding Member
Brokerage Resources of America

PDI is a Managing General Agency for Fixed Insurance, carrying
National and Regional carriers of Life, LTC, Annuities and
Disability Income insurance. Our job is helping financial advisors
better serve their clientele by showing the advisor how to
implement these products profitably into their practice. We do this
by giving advisors innovative solutions and tools. Our service and
follow-up is thorough, making the advisor’s practice more efficient
and profitable.

By Joan Jensen

ESTHER members are proud to announce
Sara Companik as our Individual Leadership
Award winner. We have been so fortunate to
have her involvement since the
organization’s inception 18 years ago.

Sara has guided ESTHER’s breadth of
influence in all areas of social justice and
taken a supportive role in all the issues it
represents.

Sara is a person who has a tireless passion
for justice and wherever she experiences
injustice believes in action. She is literally
unable to accept injustice without speaking
or acting out with some means of power.

Our whole community has benefitted from
her service and study, but ESTHER has
always been especially important to her. The
core values ESTHER represents seem to
match her faith and tenacity to act. This is
linked with a compassionate heart for
anyone in need.

Sara is reluctant to accept acclaim, so we are
honored to express our thanks with this
award. She represents our best efforts.

e ~ 7
.-1_4)/ e S 2oyl
Sesterrecrcered
Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner

- . ”
Steaks - Chops - Fish - Pasta_
Hours 1401 E. John 5t.
Sun-Mon = 6AM - 3PM Appleton, W154915
Wed-Sat =6AM — 8PM (920) 993-8847

Friday = 6AM —9PM
www.angelsappleton.com
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Cecelia LaPointe, Executive
Director of the NJC

By Kayla Nessmann

ESTHER has joined in a recent partnership
with the Native Justice Coalition (NJC) to
help elevate Native voices and learn from
those on the frontlines of the racial, gender,
and environmental justice movements.
Cecelia LaPointe is the Founder and
Executive Director of the NJC. We look
forward to learning more from them as we
work with their organization.

Could you please explain what the Native
Justice Coalition is?

The NJC was formed in 2016 with the intent
of being a platform for Native-led social and
racial justice. We work across our rural and
remote Native communities in

Michigan but we have also grown to work in
Wisconsin, Minnesota, and we are also
looking to expand in our First Nations Métis
and Inuit communities in Ontario. We have
an annual Annishinabe Racial Justice
Conference. We also have programs that
include Annishinabe healing stories on

@6 Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice
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An Interview with
Cecelia LaPointe

racial justice, a two spirit program, and a
MMIWG2S program which stands for Missing
and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, and
Two Spirits. We also have an Annishinabe
Racial Justice Coalition highlighting our
community partnerships

What are you most proud of with the Native
Justice Coalition?

Being the founder and Executive Director, I
work tirelessly to build the coalition. I feel like
I'm in it so much that I don't get to really see.
I'm most proud of the exponential growth we
have been experiencing- even during the
pandemic. Increased grants, increased
donations, and increased community support
is really exciting. Working to strengthen our
reach and our work is what we are all about at
the coalition.

It looks like the people who work for/ with
the NJC come from many different
backgrounds/ cultures. How have those
different representations helped build your
organization?

As a Native led organization, we want to
emphasize and center our people in our work.
However, the work is expansive and has ripple
effects across other cultures and
communities, not just in the Great Lakes. So
we're inclusive to building solidarity with
other organizations.

We work predominantly with Tribal
governments, Tribal colleges, and other
Native led organizations. We also partner
with universities and organizations like

Continued on next page.
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Continued from previous page.

ESTHER. We want to be inclusive and
expansive in how we work, and as a result,
building solidarity with other groups and
populations.

What are the ways in which the NJC and
ESTHER can work together to elevate Native
voices in our local community?

We worked before on the Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls
initiative and we had the billboard in the
community. It's important to have that support
and awareness. It's people and communities.
really exciting to have that support but I think
that other ways to support are amplifying
Native voices, supporting our work, and
helping us continue to grow and strengthen
this work for our

How can non-Native folks continue to be
allies and deconstruct colonialism?

We have a lot of support now more than ever.
There is more awareness on racist monuments
and mascots. I just got an email today that one

)
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of the schools in Michigan voted to get rid of
their racist mascot, so we are seeing this
progress. I know Elders in Michigan who have
been doing mascot work for decades. We do
the heavy lifting daily, so it’s important for
others to support us and to contribute to the
organization. Whether it’s a donation or
attending our events. It’s just generally
amplifying Indigenous voices. We are the
smallest percent of the world’s population.
Right now, it’s about 6%. There’s so much
racism, there’s still so much erasure. I looked
at a news article that talks about erasure,
even in COVID reporting. It's important to
know that we are not just “the other” Even if
we are mixed with other heritage, we should
not be erased. Because of the way the United
States has its racist classifications with
classifying someone’s race. Many of us, like
myself, are multi-racial. I don't fit into those
boxes. We need to move beyond that.
Supporting that is really important and
critical.

\q Want a more
beautiful yard?
Our experts
VAN ZEELAND P
can help...
BeautifyYourYard.com
NEW & EXPANDED LOCATION IN 2022:
2600 N Casaloma Dr | Appleton, W154913 | 920-788-105T1
@6 guilding Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice ESTHER/J 33



3
ESTHER

& The Fellowship

a Unitarian Universalist congregation

If you... Check us out. Together, we’ll
Believe no religion has all the answers make the world a better place.

but all religions seek the truth 600+ Members Religious Small Groups

Feel the web of existence is sacred & Frionds Education & | Where You Can
and all beings have dignity and worth Childcare Connect

Search for truth and meaning, and Lifetime Spiritual Growth |  Justice Action
long for a democratic spiritual home Programming Programs Ministries

Want to employ liberty, justice, and N
peace to transform the world 2600 Philip Lane, Appleton, WI 54915

s e In person services (mask required) at 9am and 10:45am,
We offer a Sp'”tual home or Zoom live stream at 10:45. Children’s programs at 10:45.

that encourages growth More info at “fvuuf.org/upcoming services”. Or 920.731.0849.

O OERISSIR RO RIWILLIAM @ FOXCITYFLIX.COM

& Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice ESTHER 34




Y
ESTHER

Meet By Jill Smith
FranCisca HiSCOCkS ESTHER's social justice work continues to

grow. We are proud to introduce our

and K&Yla Nessmann employees, Kayla Nessmann (left) and

Francisca Hiscocks (Right).

Kayla has been working for ESTHER for
almost a year. She is a recent graduate of
St. Cloud State University in Minnesota
and works as our Communications
Coordinator. Look for her blog posts on
our website.

Francisca has worked for ESTHER for six
years as our Administration Assistant and
Sponsorship Manager. She is an immigrant
from Spain who is invaluable to our work.
Both Kayla and Francisca work diligently
behind the scenes. They each touch every
aspect of our social justice work and for
that we are very grateful.

Left: Kayla Nessmann, Right: Francisca Hiscocks

All Are Welcome

Celebrating over 50 Years of

Commitment to Social Justice

1617 W. Pine Street
Appleton, WI 54914

§t. Bernard Cathalic Church .

of ESTHER

Supporting Interfaith Dialogue & Action for Social Justice Issues

Life and Dignity for all people

Call to Family, Community and Participation

Rights and Responsibilities — Society and one another
Option for the Poor and Vulnerable

Di?nity of Work and Rights of Workers

Solidarity with Human Family

Care for God's Creation — Our Planet Earth

NOnhBRWN—
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216 E College Ave
Appleton, WI 54911

WE LT A

..
Te

Hours of Operation
MTWT Sat 7am-8pm

Fri 7am-9pm
Sun 7am-3pm
CALL 920-739-8207 DOWNTOWN APPLETON
CONTACT
i i “They Fit Perfectly”
ga rd enviewa p p I eto n @gm al I .com and can be redeemedea}t,ovér 183 Dc>ewc;1t<)J\l,vn Businesses!
A Great Gift All Year Long!
CONNECT Purchase online, call 954-9112 or stop in at ADI!
#onegreatplace
‘ appletondowntown.org FEgEA

| FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

URBAN
EVOLUTIONS

materials that driv

.-s

il

Reclaimed wood flooring, wall cladding and timbers
rescued from quality old world spaces, as well as beautiful,
material-inspired furniture, upholstery, art and accessories.

OPEN DAILY
Mon - Sat 10am-5pm « Sun Tlam-4pm

2405 W. College Avenue + Appleton, Wi 54914
920-257-5900 « urbanevolutionsappleton.com

O urbanretailoutletappleton @ urban_retailoutiet_appleton
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I Hanneman Insurance Agency

Individual Health - Senior Medicare Plans

. DALE HANNEMAN

Independent
Insurance
gent

LISA HANNEMAN
2808 Crestview Dr. Cell 920 540 0342
Appleton, WI 54915 Office 920 989 2555

dale.hanneman@yahoo.com

Proud Partner with ESTHER 2021-22

The Church of the Open Door

7 FIRST CONGREGATIONAL
Y UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

info@firstcongoappleton.org
920.733.7393

724 E South River Street
Appleton, Wl 54915

W/
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Help Support Our Work!

e We're working to reduce the over-use of incarceration by promoting treatment alternatives
and fixing a broken parole system
e We're getting to know the marginalized in our midst and working with them to tell their
stories throughout our community
e We're helping ordinary people find their voices by teaching them how to organize and build
power in their communities
e We're meeting with elected officials, asking them to keep humanity and fair treatment, not
partisan talking points, at the forefront
e We're focusing on building healthy communities for everyone through our work for

transportation equity and supporting ex-prisoners as they return home.

Make a secure online contribution by visiting us on the web at esther-foxvalley.org/contribute.
Send us a check at ESTHER, PO Box 784, Neenah, WI 54957. Sign up for monthly electronic
deductions—call us at 920-843-8083 or visit esther-foxvalley.org /sustainer.

Faithful Contributors to ESTHER’s Interfaith Justice Work

We celebrate these seventeen years because of your support!
Contributors from September 1, 2020 through November 11, 2021

Individual Donors
Janet Abalan
Rahma Abukar and
Bashir Mahamed
Earl Acton
Sheila Adams-Leander
Jerry Alferi
Gloria Alvarenga
Rev. Jane Anderson
Marian Anderson
Anonymous (4)
David Arguello
Barbara and John Auten
Karen Bachhuber
Pat Bailey
Sr. Mary Barbieur
Mary Bechle
Cindy Beckwith Fallona
Jerry and Gail Bednarowski
Patricia Belongie
Mary Jane and Jerry Belot
Georgia Berceau
Russ Berggren
Lois Berkholtz
Penny Bernard Schaber and
Dale Schaber
Mary Bissing-Olson
Marty Black
Patricia and Howard Blades
Louis and Corine Blasczyk
Carol Bloemer
Martin Bloom

Fr. Michael and Cathy Bober
Renee and Tom Boldt
Wendy Bolm
Teresa and Michael Bonertz
Nancy Bourassa
Theresa Bourassa
Jo and Gary Brantmier
Trish Brehm
Cheri Bricco and Paul Reiser
Paul and Barbara Brinkman
Chris and Don Brittnacher
Jim Brygger
Bonnie Buchanan
Fran Budris
Sylvia and Guy Bull
Robin Cage
Christine Calhoun and
Paul Siket
Theresa Carroll
Cindy Carter
Ann Cattau
Hazel Christopher
Bonnie and John Clasen
Kristeen and Don Clouthier
Carol and Greg Codner
Sara and Bruce Companik
Gretchen and David
Considine
Jennifer Considine and
Karl Buelow

@6 Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice

Donna Cook

Helen and Gary Crevier

Rosemary Cummings

Cindy and Jake
Czarnik-Neimeyer

Lee & Sherry Daley

Elizabeth Dana

Linda Dawson

Terry and Marsha Dawson

Sheryl and Tim De Hart

Mary and Jerry Dees

Rev. Jennifer Denetz

Karen and Joe Des Jarlais

Susan and Rick Detienne

Tony DeVine

Virginia and William Devine

Christine Dieck-Hillegas

Emily Dieringer

Lori and Mark Dougherty

Miriam Douglass and
Ligia Rivera

Mary Doverspike

Dianne Droster

John Duffin

Sharon Dunham

Phyllis Duquette

Dr. Paul Edison-Swift

Jennifer and John
Edmondson

Rachel and James Edwards

Elizabeth and Paul Eisen

Christine and Samuel
Ellickson

Joyce and Rev Joseph
Ellwanger

Jean Erdman

Aimee Eubank

Paul and Kathy Fellenz

Marjie Fendt

Mary Fendt

Lissa Field

David and Rev Vicki Fink

Pastor Chuck Fluegel

Jane and Tom Frantz

Philip and Brenda Gabrielson

Mary and Hon Michael Gage

Kathryn Gahl

Marcia and Tom Galica

Julie and David Gamm

Linda Ganzel

Sharyn Gawlick

Dr. Natalie and Dr. Bob
Gehringer

Lenore and Rev Mark

Geisthardt

Peter and Leticia Geniesse

Margaret Gibas

Elizabeth Gibson

Gwendolyn and Bill Gibson

Sarah and Peter Gilbert

Darlene and Nolan Gnewuch

Mary and Marty Golden
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Faithful Contributors to ESTHER’s Interfaith Justice
Work, continued

Individual Donors, cont’'d

John Gosling

Richard and Karen Gosse

Mary Grace

LouAnn and Thomas Graf

Renee Gralewicz

Gloria and Dr. John
Grandone

Kathleen Gribble

Kathy and David Grinsel

David and Chintana Haas

Rev. James Hablewitz

Tina Haffeman

Lisa and Dale Hanneman

Jessica Hanson

Ronald and Laurie Hanson

Linda and John Harmon

Noah Harmon

Mary Hartley

Robert Hausserman

Gerri and Bob Heffron

Carol Heid

Jayne Heinrich

Marilyn and fRev Don
Hetzler

Ruthann and Bruce Hetzler

Anne Hibbard

Toni Hines

Pat and Steve Hirby

Marcia Hittle

Eilene and John Hoft-March

Carol Hollar-Zwick and
Kenneth Zwick

Deborah Hoogesteger

Sheila Horan

Nicole Hull

Helene and Jerry Iverson

Karen Jacobs

Thomas and Ann Jadin

Sharon and Paul Janty

Jennifer Jensen and
Paiboon Pairin

Jill Jensen

Joan Jensen

Deborah Johnson

David Jones

Dawn Jones

Mary Jones

Nancy and Ron Jones

Shannon Joshi

Kim Kandler

Nancy Kandler

Connie and Roger Kanitz

Gregory and Janet Kautz

Jane Keggi

Bev Kelley-Miller and
Jim Miller

Barbara and William Kelly

Mary Kay and William
Kessenich

Jean Kimber

Sue Kinde

Rick Kitchen

Rep. Edward Kleckner

Karen Klenke

Frank Koffend

Gale Korth

tHelen Kratzer

Henry Krokosky and
Charlotte Schall-Krokosky

Douglas Krueger

Barbara Kuhn

Julia Lammers

Jerry Lang

Debra Langacker

Diane Lange

Judy Lange

Jacquey Lathrop

Patricia Laux

Tracy Laux

Beth and John Lepinski

David Liners and Julie Clark

Bekka & Nathan Litt

Donna Lohry

Elizabeth and Kevin
Lonergan

Rev. Laurie Lyter Bright

Jean Maas-Pike

Cindi Mac Swain and
Duane Hilber

Kristina Main

Michele Maki

Diane Mandler

Anita and Bishop Gerald
Mansholt

Karen Marone

Dr. Craig Martin

CyAnn Martin

Deb Martin

Michelle Martinez

Don Marx

Betty Masaros

Fr. Joseph Mattern

Faith Mauk and
Tom Lonsway

Judilynn and Jim McDermott

Mandy & Bill McDonough

Susan and Rev John
McFadden

Nettie McGee

Carol and Joe Mcilree

Helen McKean

Lesley McKee

Tami and Jeff McLaughlin

Richard Meese

Mohammad and Fatema
Mian

Jim Miller

Sandra and David Mlller

Mr. Paul Misencik

Jill and Mike Mitchler

James and Constance
Morgenstern

Ben Morris

Jane Morrison
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Susan J Morrissey

Mrs. Sarina Mortensbak

Ann and Rod Muenster

Judy Mugerauer

Marjorie Muttart

Helen Nagler

Marian Nasgovitz

Ellen Needham

Frances Nelson

Karen and Stanford Nelson

Marie Nesemann

Kayla Nessmann

Mary Beth Nienhaus

Zola and Lee Nimmer

Shelley and Rev Paul Nulton

Barbara Oconnor-Schevers

James and jEllie Olson

Laurie Olson

Mario Ortega and
Jessica Quintana

Jim Parker

Scott Peeples

MaryBeth Petesch

Karen and James Pfefferle

Ms. Cynthia Phillip

Judy Phillips

Richard Pike

Elizabeth Pitz

Todd and Margaret Platt

Duane Porter

Derek Potratz

Jeanne Potratz

Nancy Pourciau

Kathleen and Gary
Procknow

Diane and Gerard Putzer

Tom Pynenberg

Janice Quinlan

Connie Raether and
Tom Peck

Eric Raether

James and fDiane Ragus

Charlie and Betsy Rath

Cheryl and Ron Reissmann

Nicholas Reynolds

Ms. Cynthia Rieck

Kim Ritzow

Jeanne Roberts

Margaret and Michael
Robinson

Penny and Dale Robinson

Victoria and Spencer Rotzel

Larry Rueff

Michele Rupp

Carla Salmon

Rev. Dr. Stephen and Diane
Savides

Richard Schallert and
Mary Brefeld

Ms. Nancy Schanke and
Pete Gasper

Burton Scheele
Lois Scheib
Susan Schlachtenhaufen
Barbara Schmidt
Hannah and Paul Schmidt
Rev. James Schmitz
Pat Schock
Leah Schoenbohm
Vivian Schutte
Otto and Karen Seifert
Sr. Mary Jo Selinsky
Linda Sheffler and

John Thompson
Bruce Sherman
Lawrence Silton
Colin Smith and

Faye Howell
Jackie Smith
Jill and Richard Smith
Polly Snodgrass

Ms. Maria Sorensen

Teresa and Lee Sosnoski

Sr. Stephanie Spence

Kathy and Chuck Spoehr

Mike and Sue Stadler

Char Steenis

Elizabeth Stevens

Lisa Stone

Shirley and Dave Strange

Virginia Stutzman

Gail Swanke

Sandi Sweney

Andrea Tatlock

Jackie Thiry

Jean C Thompson

Posy and Dave Thurow

Nick and Judith Topitzes

Susan and Dr. John
Toussaint

Barbara Uehling

Beverly Utke

Wanda and Lyle Van De Hey

William and Susan Van Lopik

Marijke van Roojen

Jack and Sandra
Vanden Boogaard

Kay Vanden Branden

Lydia Vorpahl

Dorothy Warren

Mr. John Weigand

Ms. Kathy Weinhold

Donna Weis

Ms. Gloria Wendt

Barb Werner

Mary Jo and Thomas
Widener

Rev. Arthur and Cathleen
Wille

Barbara Wilms-Stone and
John Stone-Wilms
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Faithful Contributors to ESTHER’s Interfaith Justice
Work, continued

Individual Donors, contd
Jennifer Woo

Bonita and Jeff Zdrale
Robert Zeegers

Mark Ziemer

Organizational Donors

Ameriprise Financial

Angels Restaurant

Anonymous

Apex Accident Attorneys,
LLC

Apple Valley Pancake

Appleton Conference ELCA

Appleton Downtown, Inc.

Appleton Housing Authority

Artistic Smiles Dentistry S.C.

Casa Esther
Chain Reaction Cyclery
Christopher & De Leon Law
Office
Citizen Action of Wisconsin
City of Appleton
Common Talks Consulting
Community Foundation for
the Fox Valley Region
Kratzer Family Fund
Gerard & Diane Putzer
Family Fund
Toussaint Family Fund

Congregational United
Church of Christ,
Neenah/Menasha

Corr Opticians, Inc.

The Cozzy Corner

Day by Day Warming Shelter

East Central Synod of
Wisconsin

El SaborEldrige Alexander

Emmaus Ecumenical
Catholic Community

First Congregational United
Church of Christ, Appleton

First English Lutheran
Church, Appleton

First United Methodist
Church, Appleton

Fox Cities Advocates For
Public Education

Fox Cities Errands &
Maintenance

Fox City Flix

Fox Valley Islamic Society

Fox Valley Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship

Greater Fox Cities Area
Habitat for Humanity

Green Apple Friends of Folk
Music

Gifts in Honor and Memory

ESTHER gratefully acknowledges contributions in honor or memory(+) of the following:
Louis Blasczyk, Kristeen Clouthier, Sara Companik, Jennifer Considine, TSherry Stewart de Basque, TEugene Gibas,
+Andrew Hausserman, Pat & Steve Hirby, Joan Jensen, tMegan Kelley, Michele (Mimi) Maki, Donald Nelson, tDiane Ragus,

+Nancy Van Lopik

2305 Oneida St
Appleton, WI 54915
920-830-7970
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Iron Core Fitness

Jones Revocable Trust

Kimberly Clark Foundation

King's Personal Training &
Equipment, Ltd.

Las Brasas Mexican
Restaurant

Lee K. Nimmer, Inc.

Main Tire and Maintenance

Mark's Auto Repair, LLC

McCarty Law

McFadden Family Charitable
Fund

Memorial Presbyterian
Church, Appleton

Mid-State Sign Service LLC

Moses Montefiore
CongregationMy Lee's
Eggroll House

Omro Community Food
Pantry

Omro Pharmacy

Optima Graphics

Pax Christi Fox Valley

PDI Financial Group

Peter’s Boyz Texas BBQ

Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church, Appleton

Eric and Teri Raether
Charitable Fund

dignity

ReStore Habitat for
Humanity

Doug & Carla Salmon
Foundation

The William J. & Barbara A.
Schmidt Family
Foundation, Inc.

Sikh Temple of the Fox
Valley

St. Bernard Parish

St. Mark's Lutheran Church,
Neenah

St. Paul Lutheran Church,
Neenah

St. Vincent de Paul Society,
Oshkosh

Stone Cellar Brewpub, Inc.

Strong Chiropractic

Taperz Barber Shop

Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans Foundation

Trigales Bakery

Urban Evolutions, Inc

Van Zeeland Nursery and
Landscape, Inc.

Wallace Family Foundation

Weidert GroupWISDOM

World Relief Fox Valley

community

equality

ESTHER

& CITIZEN ACTION OF WISCONSIN 4
A PROUD PARTNER OF ESTHER
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Faith

Index of Sponsors

Businesses

Apex Accident Attorneys back cover
Appleton Downtown, Inc. pg 36
Chain Reaction Cyclery pg. 25
Echoes Thrift Store pg. 29

Fox City Flix pg. 34

Hanneman Insurance pg. 37
Housekeeping Service pg. 11
McCarty Law pg. 6

Mark Ferrell Photography pg. 15
Mark’s Auto Repair, Llc. pg. 19
Taperz Barber Shop pg. 30

Urban Evolutions pg. 36

Van Zeeland’s Nursery pg. 33

The Weidert Group pg. 10

Three Brothers Construction pg. 11

Cities
The City of Appleton pg. 29

Fellowships
Fox Valley Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship pg. 34

Financial Services
Elluvium pg. 20
PDI Financial Group pg. 31

Health
Corr Opticians pg. 24
Strong Chiropractic pg. 15

Organizations

Advocates for Education pg. 28
Appleton Housing Authority pg. 42
Citizen Action pg. 40

Day By Day Warming Shelter pg. 15
Equity Network pg. 28

Fox Cities Advocates pg. 27

Green Apple Folk Music pg. 19

@6 Building Community, Sharing Hope, Standing for Justice

Organizations, continued

Habitat for Humanity/Menasha pg. 28
Megan Kelley Foundation pg. 17

Pax Christi pg. 6

Ruby’s Pantry pg. 27

World Relief Fox Valley pg. 8

Places of Worship

Emmaus Ecumenical Catholic Community

pg. 16

Evangelical Lutheran Churches of America pg.
1

First Congregational United Church of

Christ, Appleton pg. 37

First English Lutheran pg. 29

First United Methodist Churches of the

Fox Valley pg. 5

Fox Valley Islamic Society pg. 5

Moses Montefiore Congregation pg. 18

Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, ELCA pg. 27
St. Bernard Catholic Church pg. 35

St. Paul Lutheran pg. 27

Sikh Temple of the Fox Valley pg. 25

Restaurants/Catering

Angel’s Restaurant pg. 31

Apple Valley Pancake House pg. 23
Gardenview Restaurant pg. 36

Los Trigales Bakery pg. 40

My Lee’s Egg Roll House pg. 15

Stone Arch Brew Pub pg. 23

The Cozzy Corner pg. 10

Wagsecewan Indigenous Catering pg. 15

YouTube Show
Voices Randomish pg. 20
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Neighborhood Housing, Inc. Presents:

Family Self-Sufficiency Workshops
Offered in partnership with Appleton Housing Authority’s Family Self-
Sufficiency Program and Fox Valley Community Agencies!

Featured above are some of our very own Graduates!
These women represent Strength, Courage, and
Empowerment. Following in their footsteps, our
current families are working effectively and creatively
to accomplish new goals and milestones!

While our new normal might look different, our families
haven’t let that stop their progress! Already this year,
our families have: opened businesses, volunteered in
their communities, repaired cars, paid down debt,
accepted internships, continued/started attending
school, increased credit scores, built resumes, earned
professional licenses, obtained employment, obtained
raises, and took steps towards homeownership!

Even while dealing with the aftermath of the pandemic,
our families have continued to push themselves
towards a better future every day! The AHA will
continue to stand by their sides and deliver our
resources to help them achieve success!

Affordable Housing Jor All

Virtual Workshops Series!

Learning LinkedIn

Tax Returns

Time Management
BeYOUtiful: Inhale Confidence,
Exhale Doubt

Watch Out: Predatory Lending
Transportation Options
Positive Parenting Discipline
Understanding Credit Scores
Student Loans and Repayment
Negotiating a Raise

Setting Parental Limits

Child Tax Credit Payments
Healthy Relationships
Enrolling and Affording Higher
Education

We are working to create a better future for
low-income families in our community! You can
help by sending your tax-deductible donations
to Neighborhood Housing, Inc. {a 501 {(c) (3)
nonprofit), at 925 W. Northland Ave., Appleton,
WI 54914. Together, we can make areal
difference. Thank you for your support!

For more information about the FSS Program,
contact Danielle Florence at (920) 739-6811 ext.
113 or DanielleF@appletonhousing.org

NP




Apex Accident Attorneys, LLC

Curtis Law

MORE PERSONAL INJURY RESOLUTIONS
THAN ANY OTHER LAW OFFICE IN THE FOX FOX VALLEY

Attorney
George W. Curtis

Also Licensed in Florida

< Personal Injury < Nursing Home Accidents
< Auto/Truck/Motorcycle < Construction Accidents
Accidents “+ Wrongful Death

< Recreational Vehicle + Premises Liability

Accidents

EXPERIENCE MATTERS - CALL US FOR A FREE CONSULTATION

(920) 233-1010 or (888) 818-1010

3475 OMRO RD, SUITE 200, P.O. BOX 2845 OSHKOSH, WI 54903 - 2845
APEXACCIDENTS@MILWPC.COM | www.ApexAccidents.com
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